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P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Good afternoon.  2 

Today's date is February 17th, 2022, and the time is 3 

approximately 12:38 p.m. Eastern Standard Time.  We are 4 

now on the record. 5 

   My name is Mindy Suchy.  I am a certified 6 

electronic reporter and the officer designated by Remote 7 

Legal, 381 Park Avenue South, New York, New York to take 8 

record of this proceeding.   9 

   This is the deposition of Captain Richard 10 

Stabile taken in the matter of Loder versus Stabile, 11 

Case Number 21-cv-4455 filed in the United States 12 

District Court, Central District of California, Western 13 

District.  This deposition is taken on behalf of the 14 

plaintiffs.   15 

   Would counsel please identify themselves 16 

for the record starting with the noticing attorney? 17 

   MR. HARROW:  Sure.  This is Jason Harrow, 18 

H-A-R-R-O-W.  I represent the plaintiff.   19 

   MR. GERSTEIN:  This is Charles Gerstein, 20 

G-E-R-S-T-E-I-N.  I represent the plaintiff, but for the 21 

record, I'm very unlikely to speak at all. 22 

   MS. RIVERA:  And this is Fabiola Rivera 23 

and I represent Captain Stabile.  R-I-V-E-R-A. 24 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Thank you.  Would 25 
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the notary please identify themselves for the record? 1 

   THE NOTARY PUBLIC:  Alexa Kraft with 2 

Remote Legal. 3 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Absent any 4 

objection on the record, before the witness is sworn, 5 

all parties and the witness understand and agree to this 6 

electronic means of capturing the record, that the 7 

notary will swear in the witness remotely outside their 8 

presence, and that any certified transcript produced 9 

from the virtual recording of this proceeding is 10 

intended for all uses permitted under applicable 11 

procedural and evidentiary rules and laws in the same 12 

manner as a deposition captured by stenographic means, 13 

and shall constitute written stipulation of such. 14 

   Mr. Harrow, is there any stipulation? 15 

   MR. HARROW:   There is a stipulation.  16 

Both parties have signed it. 17 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Okay.  Ms. Rivera, 18 

is there any other stipulation? 19 

   MS. RIVERA:  No.  We just -- we've 20 

already signed a stipulation about the proceedings. 21 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Okay.  Thank you.   22 

   Would the notary please administer the 23 

oath? 24 

   THE NOTARY PUBLIC:  Please state your 25 
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full name. 1 

   CAPTAIN STABILE:  Richard Paul Stabile. 2 

   THE NOTARY PUBLIC:  Please raise your 3 

right hand.  Do you swear or affirm that the testimony 4 

you shall give today in this proceeding will be the 5 

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth? 6 

   CAPTAIN STABILE:  I do. 7 

WHEREUPON, 8 

C A P T A I N  R I C H A R D  S T A B I L E 9 

having been called as a witness, being duly sworn by the 10 

notary public present, testified as follows: 11 

   THE NOTARY PUBLIC:  Thank you.  12 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Thank you.  You 13 

may now begin. 14 

EXAMINATION 15 

BY MR. HARROW:  16 

 Q Good morning, Captain Stabile.  17 

 A Good morning. 18 

 Q Do you agree with the statement that democrats 19 

are destroying America? 20 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Argumentative. 21 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  You have to answer. 22 

   THE WITNESS:  No, I don't necessarily 23 

agree with all of that. 24 

BY MR. HARROW:  25 
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 Q What parts of it do you disagree with if you 1 

don't agree with all of that? 2 

 A I don't think all of any one particular party 3 

is trying to destroy America. 4 

 Q Have you ever liked a tweet saying democrats 5 

are destroying America? 6 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Argumentative 7 

and leading. 8 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Have you -- I'll just 9 

repeat it. 10 

BY MR. HARROW:  11 

 Q Have you ever liked a tweet saying that 12 

democrats are destroying America? 13 

 A I simply wouldn't remember.  I've liked many 14 

tweets on social media.  I wouldn't remember that in 15 

particular. 16 

   MR. HARROW:  Got it.  I'm going to put on 17 

an exhibit.  This will be the first time, so give me a 18 

second here to get the software going.  Okay.  I'm going 19 

to share with all participants.   20 

   Can you see this screenshot, Captain 21 

Stabile? 22 

   THE WITNESS:  I can. 23 

 (Exhibit 1 marked for identification.) 24 

BY MR. HARROW:  25 
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 Q What does it say on this screenshot for the 1 

record? 2 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Foundation.  Go 3 

ahead. 4 

   THE WITNESS:  It has my name at the top, 5 

and then there is a tweet that says, "America first."  6 

It's dated December 16, 2020.  And it says replying to 7 

Rick Stabile, America.  Democrats are destroying 8 

America. 9 

BY MR. HARROW:  10 

 Q And for the record, do you also see that this 11 

appears to be a screenshot of a list of your likes 12 

because you omitted that there's also a number that says 13 

2,013 likes under your name? 14 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Compound, 15 

argumentative, and vague. 16 

   MR. HARROW:  You can still answer. 17 

   THE WITNESS:  I -- I see what you just 18 

read, yes. 19 

BY MR. HARROW:  20 

 Q Yeah.  So do you now remember liking this 21 

tweet that says hashtag democrats are destroying 22 

America? 23 

 A No, my statement would be the same that I've 24 

liked many tweets on social media, and that doesn't 25 



 

        CAPTAIN RICHARD STABILE - February 17, 2022  10 

646-461-3400 

necessarily agree -- mean someone agrees with everything 1 

in a tweet.  A lot -- oftentimes, hit a like button 2 

because they respond to a tweet just to acknowledge 3 

them, those type of things. 4 

 Q Sure.  Is that what you did here?  You hit a 5 

like button about this tweet.  Well, let me just end the 6 

question there.  Did you hit a like button liking this 7 

tweet? 8 

 A Yeah.  My answer is the same.  I don't 9 

remember. 10 

 Q Okay.  If you did, why might you have done 11 

that? 12 

 A Yeah.  My answer again is the same, that 13 

oftentimes people on social media hit like buttons 14 

because your name's in it.  It -- it does not imply that 15 

you agree with everything someone tweets. 16 

 Q Would you say that you often like tweets that 17 

you do not disagree with?  I'm sorry, that was -- strike 18 

that. 19 

  Would you say that you often like tweets that 20 

you agree with in whole or in part? 21 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague.  Also 22 

compound. 23 

   THE WITNESS:  Yeah, I don't even 24 

understand your question. 25 
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BY MR. HARROW:  1 

 Q About how many tweets have you liked in the 2 

past since you've used Twitter, Captain Stabile? 3 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague. 4 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't know. 5 

BY MR. HARROW:  6 

 Q Okay.  Given what it says on this exhibit, is 7 

about 2,000 a reasonable number? 8 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection. 9 

   THE WITNESS:  It's possible.  I just 10 

don't know. 11 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay. 12 

   MS. RIVERA:  Leading. 13 

BY MR. HARROW:  14 

 Q When you like tweets -- strike that. 15 

  Have you ever clicked like on a tweet with 16 

which you wholly disagree? 17 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague. 18 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't remember. 19 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  I'm going to close 20 

this exhibit. 21 

BY MR. HARROW:  22 

 Q Do you agree with the statement that 23 

congresspeople were justified in objecting to at least 24 

one electoral vote cast for Joe Biden on January 6th, 25 
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2021 in congress? 1 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague. 2 

   MR. HARROW:  What's vague about that, 3 

Fabiola? 4 

   MS. RIVERA:  Can you repeat the question? 5 

   MR. HARROW:  Sure. 6 

BY MR. HARROW:  7 

 Q Do you agree with the statement that 8 

congresspeople were justified in objecting to at least 9 

one electoral vote cast for Joe Biden on January 6th, 10 

2021? 11 

 A My answer is I don't have a position on that 12 

statement. 13 

 Q Have you ever liked a tweet suggesting that 14 

congresspeople ought to object to electoral votes cast 15 

for Joe Biden on January 6th, 2021? 16 

 A I'm sorry.  Could you repeat that again? 17 

 Q Sure.  Have you ever liked a tweet suggesting 18 

that one or more congresspeople should object to 19 

electoral votes cast for Joe Biden on January 6th, 2021? 20 

 A I do not remember. 21 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  I'm going to 22 

introduce another exhibit.  Can you read what this 23 

exhibit says, Captain Stabile? 24 

 (Exhibit 2 marked for identification.) 25 
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   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Foundation.        1 

   THE WITNESS:  It has my name at the top.  2 

Do you want me to read all the words on it? 3 

   MR. HARROW:  Sure. 4 

   THE WITNESS:  Okay.  It says Congressman 5 

Ted Budd, and then it has his @Rep Ted Budd, December 6 

22nd, 2020.  Yes, I plan to object on January 6.  7 

Million of Americans saw what I saw.  It says voter 8 

safeguards removed.  No signature verification.  9 

Outdated voter roles.  Ballot accepted after election 10 

day.  Poll watchers denied access.  We the people will 11 

keep fighting for @Real Donald Trump.  6,000 comments, 12 

21,000 -- point 6,000 retweets and 75,000 -- point 5,000 13 

likes. 14 

BY MR. HARROW:  15 

 Q And do you recall liking this tweet? 16 

 A I do not. 17 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Argumentative. 18 

BY MR. HARROW:  19 

 Q Do you know why this might appear in your list 20 

of likes if you don't recall liking the tweet? 21 

 A I do not. 22 

 Q Okay.  Do you agree with the sentiment 23 

expressed by Congressman Ted Budd in this tweet? 24 

 A I simply don't have a position on it, and I 25 
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don't remember the tweet. 1 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  I'm going to close 2 

that. 3 

BY MR. HARROW:  4 

 Q Do you agree with the statement that Los 5 

Angeles County District Attorney George Gascon is a 6 

piece of shit? 7 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Foundation and 8 

vague.   9 

   THE WITNESS:  I do not have-- 10 

   MS. RIVERA:  And argumentative. 11 

   THE WITNESS:  Sorry.  I don't have a 12 

position on that either. 13 

BY MR. HARROW:  14 

 Q Don't have a position.  Have you ever liked a 15 

tweet expressing that view? 16 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague. 17 

   THE WITNESS:  Just like the other ones, I 18 

don't remember every time I hit the like button on a 19 

social media post. 20 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Let me share this 21 

exhibit.  So I believe this is a video.  I'm going to 22 

play the video now, Captain Stabile.  I believe you 23 

should see it playing.  Well, first of all, before I 24 

click play, can you read what's on the screen? 25 



 

        CAPTAIN RICHARD STABILE - February 17, 2022  15 

646-461-3400 

 (Exhibit 3 marked for identification.) 1 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Foundation. 2 

   THE WITNESS:  It says the officers arrest 3 

an individual possession of assault rifle.  He was 4 

released on zero bail.  It has some guy named Enrique 5 

Cazares.  Great job.  Thank you.  I'm 100 percent sure 6 

that your guys are doing a great job, but unfortunately 7 

the DA is a POS. 8 

   MR. HARROW:  Got it.  Okay.  Now I'm 9 

going to click play on the video. 10 

BY MR. HARROW:  11 

 Q Did you see what occurred when I click play on 12 

the video? 13 

 A It did not play on my end. 14 

   MS. RIVERA:  It didn't play on my end 15 

either, Jason. 16 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Let me -- 17 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  I'm sorry.  Each 18 

individual person will have to play the video. 19 

   MR. HARROW:  I'm sorry.  Okay.  So I 20 

guess, Fabiola and Captain Stabile, do you mind clicking 21 

play?  It's only a two-second video. 22 

   THE WITNESS:  I -- I hit the play button 23 

and then a screen popped up with a bunch of people's 24 

names. 25 
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BY MR. HARROW:  1 

 Q Yeah.  And what does it say at the top of that 2 

popup screen? 3 

 A At the top it reads the officers -- 4 

 Q Next to the X.  Yeah. 5 

 A I'm sorry? 6 

 Q I think there's an X in the top left; is that 7 

correct? 8 

 A Yeah, and it says liked by. 9 

 Q Okay.  And what's the second name under that? 10 

 A My name. 11 

 Q And is that your Twitter handle as well under 12 

it? 13 

 A Yes, and it says retired.  Yes. 14 

 Q So would you say that means you liked this 15 

tweet? 16 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague. 17 

   THE WITNESS:  Just like I said on all the 18 

other ones, I don't -- I don't remember all the likes 19 

and I don't believe when someone likes -- 20 

   MR. HARROW:  I'm going to interrupt, 21 

because that's not answering the question.  I didn't ask 22 

you if you remembered liking it.  I asked you if this 23 

screen indicates that you liked this tweet. 24 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't know the answer to 25 
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that. 1 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Foundation. 2 

   MR. HARROW:  I'm sorry?  You were both 3 

talking.  I couldn't hear.  I'm sorry. 4 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Foundation. 5 

   THE WITNESS:  And my answer is I don't 6 

know if that screen means that. 7 

   MR. HARROW:  You're not sure.  So to be 8 

clear, there's a screen.  I just want to put on the 9 

record what's occurring in the video.  There's a screen 10 

where it has the number of likes of a given tweet.  That 11 

is clicked in the video.  A screen pops up that says 12 

liked by.  The name Rick Stabile retired @LAPD Rick 13 

Stabile appears on that screen.  And you're saying you 14 

don't know if that means you like that tweet. 15 

   THE WITNESS:  Correct. 16 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Misstates his 17 

testimony, and it's foundation and argumentative. 18 

BY MR. HARROW:  19 

 Q Okay.  For how long have you used Twitter, 20 

Captain Stabile? 21 

 A I believe I opened my account roughly in 2015. 22 

 Q Okay.  And about how frequently do you check 23 

Twitter, either through the app or Twitter.com? 24 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Compound. 25 
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   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  I'll take it back.  1 

I'll strike that.   2 

BY MR. HARROW:  3 

 Q About how often do you use the Twitter app on 4 

a mobile phone? 5 

 A I -- I don't know the answer to that.  Some 6 

days I check it, some days I don't.  So I don't know how 7 

often I check it. 8 

 Q Okay.  And do you know how to use the like 9 

function? 10 

 A Yes. 11 

 Q Okay.  But you remain unsure.  I just want to 12 

clarify.  Well, strike that. 13 

  But you're not sure if a list of names of 14 

people that have liked a tweet indicates that those 15 

people clicked the like button. 16 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Argumentative 17 

and asked and answered. 18 

   THE WITNESS:  Yeah, my answer is the 19 

same.  I'm just not that familiar with social media.  20 

You're saying that's what it means.  I'm not sure of it. 21 

BY MR. HARROW:  22 

 Q So now let me be clear of your testimony, and 23 

this I don't think has been asked and answered. 24 

  Is it you are not sure if you liked that tweet 25 
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saying that the DA is POS? 1 

 A No, that's not what I said. 2 

 Q Are you sure if you like the tweet saying the 3 

DA is POS? 4 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Argumentative.  5 

Foundation. 6 

   THE WITNESS:  Yeah, my testimony was I 7 

don't remember if I liked that or not.  And also, what I 8 

think is important is I don't think when someone likes 9 

something on social media that means you agree with it 10 

is my -- what I -- what I testified to. 11 

BY MR. HARROW:  12 

 Q I understand that, and that's a different 13 

question to which we can return.  I'm simply trying to 14 

understand, again because you're under oath, whether you 15 

believe that this screen I'm showing you indicates that 16 

@LAPD Rick Stabile account liked that tweet.  You're 17 

under oath. 18 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Objection.  19 

Speculation.  Foundation.  Asked and answered. 20 

   THE WITNESS:  Yeah, I've testified to it 21 

twice now.  This will be the third time that I just 22 

don't know. 23 

   MR. HARROW:  You're not sure.  Okay.  24 

Okay.  Let me close that. 25 
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BY MR. HARROW:  1 

 Q Do you believe that DA George Gascon is doing 2 

a good job? 3 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Argumentative.  4 

Vague. 5 

   THE WITNESS:  My answer is that I think 6 

some of his policies are good and some of them are poor. 7 

BY MR. HARROW:  8 

 Q Have you ever liked a tweet indicating -- 9 

where the tweet indicated that they approved of DA 10 

George Gascon's policies? 11 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague.  Who is 12 

“they”? 13 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't -- sorry. 14 

   MR. HARROW:  Where the tweet indicated 15 

that -- 16 

   MS. RIVERA:  Okay. 17 

   MR. HARROW:  -- it supported DA George 18 

Gascon's policies. 19 

   THE WITNESS:  Yeah, I simply don't 20 

remember -- 21 

   MR. HARROW:  You don't remember. 22 

   THE WITNESS:  -- tweets I liked or didn't 23 

like or hit buttons. 24 

BY MR. HARROW:  25 
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 Q Have you ever liked a tweet that reflected 1 

negatively on DA George Gascon's policies? 2 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague. 3 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't remember. 4 

BY MR. HARROW:  5 

 Q Okay.  Do you remember liking any tweets? 6 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague as to 7 

time. 8 

   MR. HARROW:  Fabiola, you're making vague 9 

objections.  What's vague about that? 10 

   MS. RIVERA:  I mean, you're asking ever.  11 

That's a long period of time.  So maybe if you narrow 12 

the time. 13 

   MR. HARROW:  Yeah.  (Indiscernible - 14 

simultaneous speech).  It’s a long period of time -- 15 

   MS. RIVERA:  I mean, if you at least 16 

narrow it to the scope of when he's been tweeting, like 17 

that would be something.  But, you know, ever means 18 

since the day he was born, so. 19 

   MR. HARROW:  Yeah.  But I don't 20 

understand.  What's vague about that, or what's invalid 21 

about that as a question?  You may think it's too long a 22 

time period.  Would you like to retract the objection? 23 

   MS. RIVERA:  No. 24 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Okay.  Let me ask it 25 
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again.  Have you -- do you recall -- well, Mindy, do you 1 

mind reading out the question? 2 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Sure.  Give me one 3 

moment.  Okay.  I'm going to do a playback. 4 

   MR. HARROW:  Sure.  5 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Hold on one 6 

moment. 7 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Mindy, I'm looking at 8 

the Real Time and I think I can read out the question, 9 

or at least rephrase it. 10 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Yeah, I'm sorry.  11 

I went back, but you guys were discussing and I -- 12 

   MR. HARROW:  No problem.  No problem.  No 13 

problem.  Captain Stabile, sorry about that.  Okay.  Let 14 

me use the Real Time. 15 

BY MR. HARROW: 16 

 Q I believe I asked do you remember liking any 17 

tweets? 18 

 A No, I don't. 19 

 Q You don't.  So you don't recall ever using the 20 

like function in the Twitter app or on Twitter.com. 21 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Misstates his 22 

testimony. 23 

   THE WITNESS:  Yeah, that's not what I 24 

stated. 25 
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BY MR. HARROW:  1 

 Q Okay.  Do you recall ever using the like 2 

function in the Twitter app? 3 

 A Yes. 4 

 Q Do you recall ever using the like function on 5 

Twitter.com? 6 

 A Is there a difference between Twitter.com and 7 

the Twitter app? 8 

 Q Let me retract the question.  Let me follow up 9 

on the Twitter app. 10 

  Do you recall the content of any tweet that 11 

you liked in the Twitter app? 12 

 A No. 13 

 Q Is there a way to refresh your recollection of 14 

any tweet that you liked in the Twitter app? 15 

 A I don't know. 16 

 Q Okay.  Do you agree with the statement that 17 

you refuse to arrest the perpetrators of a hate crime 18 

that occurred on January 6th in downtown LA, despite 19 

being shown video proof of that incident (indiscernible 20 

- simultaneous speech)? 21 

   MS. RIVERA:  Okay.  Objection.  22 

Objection.  Foundation.  Argumentative.  Compound.  And 23 

it talks about facts not in evidence. 24 

   THE WITNESS:  Was the question do I agree 25 
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with that statement? 1 

BY MR. HARROW:  2 

 Q Yeah.  Do you agree with that statement? 3 

 A No. 4 

 Q Okay.  Do you recall attending -- no, I 5 

shouldn't say attending.  Strike that. 6 

  Do you recall being present at a rally in Los 7 

Angeles on January 6th, 2021? 8 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Oh, okay. 9 

   THE WITNESS:  Yes. 10 

BY MR. HARROW:  11 

 Q Do you recall what that gathering was about? 12 

 A Yes.  It was a rally in reference to the 2020 13 

presidential election, in -- in summary. 14 

 Q Do you believe that was a legitimate political 15 

protest by those who showed up to protest on that day? 16 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Argumentative.  17 

Legal conclusion.   18 

   THE WITNESS:  My position is not whether 19 

it was a -- a legal political protest, but I -- I live 20 

in the protest world and I believe it was illegal 21 

protest, not -- I don't have a position whether it was 22 

political or not.  But it was undoubtedly a protest, and 23 

by nature, illegal. 24 

BY MR. HARROW: 25 
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 Q And do you believe that people who turn 1 

violent should be arrested at such a protest? 2 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Foundation.  3 

Argumentative.  Legal conclusion. 4 

   THE WITNESS:  So as a general rule, 5 

people who turn violent should be arrested.  But of 6 

course, it's not that simple.  There's many factors that 7 

determine if someone gets arrested or not, not simply 8 

whether someone's violent. 9 

BY MR. HARROW:  10 

 Q Tell me about those factors.  What factors do 11 

you use to determine whether someone should be arrested 12 

after you hear a report or witness an act of violence? 13 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague.  And just 14 

to make it clear, Jason, he obviously is no longer a 15 

captain, so are you asking when he was part of the 16 

force? 17 

   MR. HARROW:  Yes.  Thank you, Fabiola.  18 

So let me retract it. 19 

BY MR. HARROW:  20 

 Q When you were a captain and on the LAPD and 21 

employed by the LAPD, what factors did you use to assess 22 

whether you ought to arrest someone who was assaulted? 23 

 A One of the main factors would be you'd have to 24 

know somebody was assaulted and what occurred to make a 25 
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legal arrest.  And so, that's probably one of the most 1 

important things, especially when we're talking about 2 

this case is did you know that someone was assaulted.  3 

But we use a lot of tools to determine -- use crowd 4 

management versus crowd control strategies when 5 

affecting mass -- mass arrests or individual arrests. 6 

  So another example would be how many officers 7 

do you have to affect arrests.  If you have a small 8 

group of officers and there's 40,000 protestors, that 9 

can impact a decision to go into an area to make an 10 

arrest.  Things like that. 11 

 Q When you see yourself -- when you witness an 12 

assault, is there a presumption that you should arrest 13 

the perpetrator?  14 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Legal 15 

conclusion.  And then again, just to clarify -- 16 

   MR. HARROW:  Yeah.  I'm sorry. 17 

   MS. RIVERA:  -- in his role 18 

(indiscernible - simultaneous speech). 19 

   MR. HARROW:  Fabiola, you're exactly 20 

right.  Yeah.  21 

BY MR. HARROW:  22 

 Q When you were employed by the LAPD -- and I 23 

apologize.  I'll try and preface questions with this.  24 

When you were employed by the LAPD, did you employ a 25 
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presumption that if you witnessed an assault, you would 1 

arrest the perpetrator? 2 

 A I'm not sure I understand your question 3 

because we started talking about January 6.  So are we 4 

talking about that day and did I witness something -- 5 

 Q No. 6 

 A -- or are you just speaking in general terms? 7 

 Q Yeah, in general about your presumption as an 8 

experienced police officer.  If you were to witness an 9 

assault, or if you did witness an assault, would your 10 

presumption be to arrest the perpetrator? 11 

 A As a general rule, yes. 12 

 Q Okay.  And how about if you witness that 13 

assault on video?  Would your presumption have been to 14 

arrest the perpetrator? 15 

 A That can fluctuate, can vary.  So I -- I don't 16 

-- on this case, I didn't see a crime on video. 17 

 Q Okay.  Let's take care of a couple of the 18 

basics that we didn't do at the start, Captain Stabile.   19 

  What was your rank when you retired from the 20 

LAPD? 21 

 A Captain. 22 

 Q And for how long were you a captain before you 23 

retired? 24 

 A Approximately five years. 25 
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 Q Okay.  So you were a captain for all of 2021 1 

until you retired; is that correct? 2 

 A Yes. 3 

 Q Okay.  And you were a captain for all of 2020? 4 

 A Yes. 5 

 Q And what were your duties as a captain? 6 

 A My primary duties was to oversee a -- a patrol 7 

division.  So that included -- you know, you're a 8 

commanding officer of approximately 250 to 300 9 

employees, sworn in civilian.  You're responsible for 10 

crime trends in -- in a geographical area.  You're 11 

responsible for your divisional budgets and -- and many 12 

more things.  But I think that's a -- kind of a fair 13 

summary. 14 

 Q And as a captain, did you have supervisory 15 

authority over other officers? 16 

 A Yes. 17 

 Q What was -- so could you direct other officers 18 

to make an arrest? 19 

 A Yes. 20 

 Q Could you direct officers to patrol in a 21 

particular location? 22 

 A Yes. 23 

 Q Could you direct other officers to investigate 24 

if you thought that a crime was afoot? 25 
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 A Yes. 1 

 Q Okay.  Now, when did you -- you established 2 

earlier that you created the @LAPD Rick Stabile account 3 

around 2015.  Did you communicate with anyone else at 4 

LAPD about social media policies before you created that 5 

account? 6 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague as to 7 

time.  And to the extent that it seeks privileged 8 

communications, I'll instruct the witness not to discuss 9 

any communications with attorneys.  Otherwise, he can 10 

respond. 11 

   THE WITNESS:  Can you re-ask the 12 

question? 13 

   MR. HARROW:  Sure. 14 

BY MR. HARROW:  15 

 Q Did you communicate with anyone else at LAPD 16 

about social media policies before you created your 17 

@LAPD Rick Stabile Twitter account? 18 

 A Yeah.  The Department has a policy, and there 19 

was some type of communication to create the department 20 

account. 21 

 Q So when you say some type of communication, 22 

can you describe that? 23 

 A I'm not positive, but it was possibly a 24 

written communication that you had to submit to the 25 
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organization to create a department account.  1 

 Q Okay.  So you considered @LAPD Rick Stabile a, 2 

quote, "department account". 3 

 A Yes. 4 

 Q Okay.  And were you aware -- let me now turn 5 

to 2020.  Were you aware in 2020 that there were social 6 

media guidelines that applied to your use of Twitter 7 

using the @LAPD Rick Stabile account? 8 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague as to 9 

social guidelines and foundation. 10 

   THE WITNESS:  Yes. 11 

BY MR. HARROW:  12 

 Q What was your understanding of what those 13 

guidelines were as relevant to blocking -- related to 14 

blocking people on social media? 15 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague. 16 

   THE WITNESS:  So in general terms, my 17 

understanding is it was generally, public employees, 18 

police officers for the City of Los Angeles generally -- 19 

and I think that's an important word -- should not block 20 

the public.  And then that policy goes on to give some 21 

exceptions.  And the exceptions I remember are one, that 22 

there's a safety risk to the public.  There is a safety 23 

risk to the individual officer or person.  And then 24 

there's the third prong where exigent -- exigent 25 
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circumstances would allow you to block somebody.  And 1 

then it recommends that if -- if there was an exigent 2 

circumstances, to seek the guidance of the -- the PID or 3 

the public relations director. 4 

BY MR. HARROW:  5 

 Q So -- okay.  And when did you first request to 6 

block anyone from the @LAPD Rick Stabile account? 7 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Assumes facts 8 

not in evidence. 9 

BY MR. HARROW:  10 

 Q Did you -- okay.  Strike that. 11 

  Did you ever request to anyone else at the 12 

LAPD that you be permitted to block anyone from the 13 

@LAPD Rick Stabile account? 14 

 A Yes. 15 

 Q When did you first make that request -- make 16 

such a request? 17 

 A I believe it was on May 25th of 2021. 18 

 Q So May 25th, 2021 was your first request to 19 

block anyone from the @LAPD Rick Stabile account. 20 

 A Yes.  But I believe it also met the other 21 

prongs because of the immediate threat.  22 

 Q Okay. 23 

 A Yeah. 24 

 Q Okay.  And can you just walk me through?  How 25 
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did you make that request?  So let's start with to whom 1 

did you make such a request? 2 

 A The request was to Captain Stacy Spell on that 3 

day. 4 

 Q And how did you make that request? 5 

 A I don't remember whether it was in person, 6 

telephone.  I -- I simply don't remember at this time. 7 

 Q And what did you say when you made that 8 

request? 9 

 A I talked to Captain Spell about the threats to 10 

me on social media as a direct result of Chad Loder's 11 

posts, and that it was important that I blocked him 12 

because of the threat assessment done because of the 13 

death threats I had received. 14 

 Q And what were those threats? 15 

 A So in summary, I received approximately five 16 

or six emails that had threatened me right after Chad 17 

Loder had made his false tweets about me.  And one of 18 

them, "I hope someone takes you out on duty," was one I 19 

remembered.  But I would have to re-look at all the 20 

emails, but they were threats.  And that one stood out 21 

as probably the most serious, threatening to take me 22 

out. 23 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  I think I have those.  24 

Okay.  So I'm going to share another document.  This was 25 
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turned over in discovery.  So I'm not sure.  Did that go 1 

to page one or page two? 2 

 (Exhibit 4 marked for identification.)    3 

    MS. RIVERA:  Page one. 4 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  So then I think that 5 

it appears that you all have to scroll, I think.  Wait.  6 

Is this moving? 7 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Yes.  Each 8 

individual person will have to scroll through. 9 

   MR. HARROW:  I see. 10 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Jason, you do have 11 

a bring all to me if there's certain page that you want 12 

to take everyone to. 13 

   MR. HARROW:  Yes.  Bring all to me. 14 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  You can hit that. 15 

   MR. HARROW:  I see.  So did that take 16 

everybody to page two with -- 17 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Yes. 18 

   MR. HARROW:  -- highlight Cristian 19 

Aguilar? 20 

   MS. RIVERA:  Yes. 21 

   MR. HARROW:  Great. 22 

   THE WITNESS:  Yes. 23 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay. 24 

BY MR. HARROW:  25 
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 Q So can you read this email, Captain Stabile?  1 

You could just start at the subject line. 2 

 A It says, "LAPD".  And then the email is, "Why 3 

are you such a coward?  I hope someone takes you out 4 

while on duty." 5 

 Q Is this the email that you were referring to a 6 

couple of minutes ago that you considered a threat? 7 

 A That is one of them, yes. 8 

 Q And what's the date on this? 9 

 A January 12th of 2021. 10 

 Q And is there a link -- does this email mention 11 

the @Chad Loder Twitter account? 12 

 A No. 13 

 Q Does it mention Twitter? 14 

 A No. 15 

 Q Does it mention social media? 16 

 A No. 17 

 Q Did you investigate the sender of this email 18 

for making illegal threats? 19 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Calls for a 20 

legal conclusion. 21 

   THE WITNESS:  I did not. 22 

BY MR. HARROW:  23 

 Q You did not?  Did you request that any other 24 

officer investigate the sender of this email for making 25 
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threats? 1 

 A Yes.  Because of numerous threats on social 2 

media, email, and some of Chad Loder's specific tweets 3 

of violence, I recommended a threat assessment be done. 4 

 Q You did.  Can you tell me about that?  Who did 5 

you ask? 6 

 A It's called Robbery/Homicide Division.  And 7 

they investigate threats to officers.  And I -- I went 8 

through my chain of command.  And I don't remember who 9 

the deputy chief was at the time, but I made a request 10 

to have a threat assessment done. 11 

 Q And when did you make that request? 12 

 A It was after getting -- right around this time 13 

after this email.  I just don't remember the specific 14 

date and time. 15 

 Q Okay.  And did they return to you with any 16 

further information or conclusions? 17 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague -- as to 18 

vague.  Go ahead. 19 

   THE WITNESS:  They did.  They discussed 20 

about the email threats.  The department offered to 21 

offer me security at my home and residence, which I 22 

declined.  And then they also recommended that I hire a 23 

private company to monitor my social media because of 24 

the seriousness of Chad's threats, or tweets and emails 25 
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that I believe are associated with Chad's tweets. 1 

BY MR. HARROW:  2 

 Q And you believe they are associated with 3 

Chad's tweets.  Why do you believe that? 4 

 A Because when you look at the timeline, it is 5 

very clear.  Chad starts tweeting false information 6 

about me, doxing, which Chad openly discusses on Twitter 7 

that that's what he does.  So you look at the timeline 8 

of Chad placing false information about the January 6 9 

protest, using racial issues, using political terms of 10 

QAnon and insurrectionist.  And then right after Chad's 11 

false tweets and doxing, you have emails from people 12 

that I believe are, you know, followers of Chad's, begin 13 

making threats. 14 

 Q And you repeatedly used the phrase, that the 15 

@Chad Loder account said false things about you.  16 

Specifically, what was said that was false? 17 

 A Yeah.   18 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague.  Go 19 

ahead. 20 

   THE WITNESS:  That I -- I failed to 21 

arrest attacker of a hate crime was false.  He doxed me, 22 

which although is not false.  He was doxing me, putting 23 

public information out there as a strategy.  He texted 24 

that I gaslit the victim.  He tweeted that I -- falsely 25 
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that I followed Dan Bongino, an outright extremist.  He 1 

falsely tweeted that she pointed out, meaning the -- the 2 

supposed victim of the hate crime, that I had -- she had 3 

pointed out an attacker, but Stabile refused to arrest 4 

him.  That's false.  He falsely tweeted Stabile supports 5 

violent insurrectionists who attacked the capital.  He 6 

falsely tweeted that I refused to arrest a perpetrator 7 

of a hate crime against a Black woman.  And again, 8 

intentionally using race as an issue.  Captain Stabile 9 

is a QAnon supporter who has publicly approved using 10 

violence or harms to DA George Gascon.  That's false.  11 

   So those are some of the things that 12 

created this environment.  His intentional doxing, all 13 

of those things that are factually not true, and it 14 

created the environment where I started receiving death 15 

threats and comments on social media, which created the 16 

officer safety reason to myself, my family, and even the 17 

public since I often was out at protests.  So those are 18 

all the reasons these false statements created an 19 

environment intentionally by design by Chad, and that's 20 

why it was important that I block him because of my 21 

safety, not because of the content of Chad's tweets.  It 22 

was creating a safety issue.   23 

   And again, the timeline is crucial here 24 

that after Chad does this, people that I don't know 25 
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began emailing me. 1 

BY MR. HARROW:  2 

 Q Did you receive any emails from people you 3 

didn't know before you saw any tweets by @Chad Loder to 4 

your LAPD online email account? 5 

 A I don't know.  Can you ask that again? 6 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.   7 

   MR. HARROW:  Sure. 8 

BY MR. HARROW:  9 

 Q Before @Chad Loder account tweeted many of the 10 

tweets that you just discussed, did you receive any 11 

messages to your @LAPD online email account from people 12 

you didn't know? 13 

   THE REPORTER:  Objection.  Vague as to 14 

messages. 15 

   THE WITNESS:  Do you mean threats or 16 

messages? 17 

   MR. HARROW:  Emails from anyone you 18 

didn't know.  Pretty straightforward question. 19 

   THE WITNESS:  Yeah.  And it wasn't 20 

straightforward in context to what we were talking 21 

about. 22 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay. 23 

   THE WITNESS:  But yes, of course.  I 24 

received emails --  25 
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   MR. HARROW:  Okay. 1 

   THE WITNESS:  -- from the public of 2 

people I don't know.   3 

BY MR. HARROW:  4 

 Q And were any of them negative -- express a 5 

view that was negative to policing? 6 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague. 7 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't remember any 8 

threats of violence, and I don't remember any -- 9 

frequently, I get emails about crime in the area, so 10 

that sometimes could be perceived.  But I don't remember 11 

any emails directed at me or threats about me. 12 

BY MR. HARROW:  13 

 Q You still see the email that's on screen, 14 

correct? 15 

 A Yes. 16 

 Q Okay.  Would you consider this to be a threat 17 

of violence? 18 

 A Yes. 19 

 Q Okay.  Do you know the elements of making 20 

threats under California law? 21 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Legal 22 

conclusion. 23 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't have -- 24 

   MR. HARROW:  I wasn't asking a legal 25 
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conclusion.  I'm just asking you if you know the 1 

elements of the crime.  2 

   THE WITNESS:  So there -- there's 3 

different elements of different crimes for different 4 

types of threats, and I don't know them off the top of 5 

my head. 6 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  So since -- well, I'm 7 

going to close this exhibit for a moment.  Okay.  I'm 8 

going to share the video that I believe you were 9 

referring to, Captain Stabile.  And I think that you'll 10 

have to click play and other participants are going to 11 

have to click play.  So let's do so.  It's 52 seconds 12 

long, so I'll give you a chance to click play and watch 13 

the 52 seconds. 14 

   Okay.  Have you watched the full video? 15 

 (Exhibit 5 marked for identification.) 16 

   THE WITNESS:  Yes. 17 

BY MR. HARROW:  18 

 Q Okay.  Do you recognize yourself in that 19 

video? 20 

 A Yes. 21 

 Q Okay.  And to be clear, you were one of the 22 

officers in the video, correct? 23 

 A Yes. 24 

   MS. RIVERA:  I'm sorry, Jason.  I had 25 



 

        CAPTAIN RICHARD STABILE - February 17, 2022  41 

646-461-3400 

myself on mute.  To your prior question I interposed an 1 

objection as to the foundation.  I just wanted to make 2 

that for the record. 3 

BY MR. HARROW:  4 

 Q Okay.  So you do recognize yourself.  And can 5 

you describe -- describe what you saw yourself doing in 6 

this video. 7 

 A I was talking to a lady that I believe the 8 

name she had given was Berlinda Nibo.   9 

 Q Okay.  And what did you say to her? 10 

 A I had a discussion with her about making a 11 

citizen's arrest. 12 

 Q And do you remember that conversation, where 13 

it occurred? 14 

 A I remember that, and I remember what led up to 15 

that, yes. 16 

 Q Okay.  Where did it occur, and when?  Well, 17 

I'll ask them as two questions.  Where did this occur? 18 

 A The protest was across the street in what we -19 

- at City Hall, what we refer to as the south lawn.  And 20 

where I'm standing is on the sidewalk in front of the 21 

LAPD headquarters. 22 

 Q Okay.  And when did this occur? 23 

 A On January 6 of 2021. 24 

 Q And why did you use the phrase "citizen's 25 
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arrest"? 1 

 A Because -- I used the phrase "citizen's 2 

arrest" because if a citizen wants to in effect an 3 

arrest of a misdemeanor that did not occur in a police 4 

officer's presence, that's what the law requires. 5 

 Q About how many times before this had you told 6 

people to fill out a citizen's arrest form and perform a 7 

citizen's arrest? 8 

 A Over my career, many, many times. 9 

 Q Many times?  At the time of your interactions 10 

in this video, had you seen any video footage of the 11 

assault that Ms. Nibo was talking to you about? 12 

 A I'm sorry? 13 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Assumes facts 14 

not in evidence. 15 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Let me go through a 16 

little more systematically.   17 

BY MR. HARROW:  18 

 Q What did Ms. Nibo tell you about in this 19 

conversation that you had that was recorded on video? 20 

 A I -- I don't remember specifically.  I'd have 21 

to watch the video and write it down.  But basically, 22 

she was alleging she was battered. 23 

 Q Had you -- well, at this point on January 6, 24 

2021, did you also see a video of the battery that she 25 



 

        CAPTAIN RICHARD STABILE - February 17, 2022  43 

646-461-3400 

was referring to?  1 

 A No. 2 

 Q Were you aware whether other officers you were 3 

with had seen a video of the battery she was referring 4 

to? 5 

 A So I think there's some confusion.  I don't -- 6 

I'm no sure I can answer the question the way you're 7 

asking it. 8 

 Q Okay.  Did you know whether there was a video 9 

of the assault that she was referring to?  10 

 A So it's possible someone held up a phone and 11 

tried to show me some.  We were surrounded by an angry 12 

crowd, so not -- you wouldn't be able to know what was 13 

on the video, take time during a situation like that to 14 

see if a crime of battery did or did not occur.  Because 15 

this is not showing what's happening all around you, and 16 

so that's important when we describe incidents like 17 

this. 18 

  In -- earlier in my testimony, I talked about 19 

when you make decisions to make misdemeanor arrests, 20 

there's strategy to that, right?  And so, if I had 21 

actually rescued and brought Berlinda Nibo to me prior 22 

to this video -- so there's video of me bringing -- 23 

putting her behind me for safety to protect her from the 24 

crowd.  So it's -- it's possible she showed me her phone 25 



 

        CAPTAIN RICHARD STABILE - February 17, 2022  44 

646-461-3400 

and looked, but I would not take time with a -- a crowd 1 

around me.  Counterdemonstrators, pro and con 2 

demonstrators that -- where there's conflict, you -- as 3 

a police officer, you simply would not take time at that 4 

very moment to go piece by piece over someone's phone 5 

video assuming it even showed a battery. 6 

 Q If it did show a battery, should the 7 

perpetrators be arrested? 8 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Legal 9 

conclusion. 10 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Let me strike it. 11 

BY MR. HARROW:  12 

 Q If you saw a video that showed people 13 

battering Ms. Nibo, would you arrest the perpetrators?  14 

 A So I want to be clear on your question.  15 

You're not asking me if I did see it.  You're saying in 16 

general terms if -- 17 

 Q Correct. 18 

 A -- if I saw a crime on video, in general terms 19 

would you make an arrest? 20 

 Q Yeah. 21 

 A So in general terms, if some citizen showed me 22 

a video of them being battered, the answer is you would 23 

do what I did, and you would tell them that you'd be 24 

happy to make a citizen's arrest.  They have to sign a 25 
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citizen's arrest form just like I recommended.  So the 1 

answer is yes, you could make a -- a misdemeanor arrest 2 

for battery if you looked at a video. 3 

 Q So was it a false statement that you told Ms. 4 

Nibo to make a citizen's arrest? 5 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Misstates his 6 

testimony. 7 

   THE WITNESS:  I did not make a false 8 

statement, no. 9 

BY MR. HARROW:   10 

 Q No, I'm saying is it a false statement if 11 

someone says that you, Rick Stabile, told Berlinda Nibo 12 

to make a citizen's arrest?  Is that false?  A 13 

statement. 14 

 A I don't -- I think -- I don't understand your 15 

question because I don't know if we're talking about 16 

this actual video and you're -- you're assuming that I 17 

saw a battery there.  You're blurring the lines there, 18 

and if you could clarify it, it'd be awesome. 19 

 Q Sure.  Let me clarify.  So let me go back.  20 

Correct me if I'm wrong.  You, earlier in this 21 

deposition, recited a list of things that the @Chad 22 

Loder account posted that you believed were false; is 23 

that correct? 24 

 A Yes. 25 
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 Q Okay.  Is one of those things that you believe 1 

were false that you told Berlinda Nibo to affect a 2 

citizen's arrest on January 6th, 2021? 3 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Misstates his 4 

testimony.   5 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't believe I read that 6 

off as one of the things that I said Chad made a false 7 

tweet about. 8 

BY MR. HARROW:  9 

 Q Okay.  So do you believe it is true that you 10 

told Berlinda Nibo to affect a citizen's arrest on 11 

January 6, 2021? 12 

 A In general terms, yes.  I was recommending to 13 

her that that would be -- we could make a citizen's 14 

arrest for someone that she pointed out had battered 15 

her. 16 

 Q Got it.  Okay.  I'm going to close this 17 

exhibit. 18 

 A But the conflict -- 19 

 Q I'm sorry? 20 

 A The conflict is, is the implication in Chad's 21 

tweets is that I witnessed all of that, and that's 22 

factually incorrect. 23 

   MR. HARROW:  Got it.  Okay.  I want to be 24 

respectful of everyone's time and needs and stuff.  25 
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We're at roughly the one-hour mark.  I'm in the habit of 1 

at least asking the witness. 2 

   Captain Stabile, are you okay?  Do you 3 

want a three-minute break, five-minute, or should I keep 4 

going?  There's not a ton.  I mean, it's not going to be 5 

an all-day deposition.  But after an hour, I want to ask 6 

you how you're doing and if you need a break. 7 

   THE WITNESS:  I'm good. 8 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Great.   9 

   And Fabiola, same to you?  Are you okay 10 

keeping going? 11 

   MS. RIVERA:  Is there going to be a more 12 

substantial line of questioning or are you anticipating 13 

(indiscernible - simultaneous speech) -- 14 

   MR. HARROW:  Yeah, I've got more 15 

questions, but I -- and I'm happy to pause again in 15 16 

and we can reassess or so.  I just want to make sure  17 

people -- you know, it's a video thing, so I can't see -18 

-  19 

   MS. RIVERA:  Right. 20 

   MR. HARROW:  -- whether people need to go 21 

or whatever.  Okay. 22 

   MS. RIVERA:  Yeah, let's reassess in 15 23 

if you don't mind. 24 

   MR. HARROW:  Great.  Great.  And Mindy, 25 
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you're okay too, 15 minutes?  You don't need a break for 1 

now.   2 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Yeah. 3 

   MR. HARROW:  Great.  Okay. 4 

BY MR. HARROW: 5 

 Q So let's go back to January of 2021, Captain 6 

Stabile.  You said you felt threatened.  Did you ask to 7 

block @Chad Loder from your account in January of 2021? 8 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Assumes facts 9 

not in evidence. 10 

   THE WITNESS:  No. 11 

BY MR. HARROW:  12 

 Q Okay.  Why not? 13 

 A Simply because I figured it would taper off.  14 

It was social media, and I figured -- I didn't take it 15 

as serious until the threats started coming in. 16 

 Q But after that first threat came in, you still 17 

did not ask to block the @Chad Loder account, correct? 18 

 A I did not ask to block, but I did have a 19 

threat assessment, and I was monitoring other tweets 20 

that Chad was making.  And throughout that process, I 21 

was continuing to form my opinions about Chad's 22 

involvement with Antifa and the violence at protests and 23 

what threats that posed to me. 24 

 Q And do -- so then several months later, as you 25 
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testified, you did first ask to block the @Chad Loder 1 

account.  So what changed?  Why did you make that 2 

request on May 25th? 3 

 A Again, it was a long process.  It wasn't just 4 

one decision.  As I mentioned, it was because I was 5 

monitoring some of the things Chad was posting.  It was 6 

my belief that he is part of a violent group, Antifa.  7 

And it kept -- my opinions kept forming and changing.  8 

And ultimately, the -- to answer your question directly 9 

was he -- after I thought and hoped that he would stop, 10 

I posted a tweet about crime happening in Hollenbeck 11 

area, and he restarted his false attacks again with the 12 

intent of doxing, with the intent of creating racial 13 

diversion -- division.  He -- he continued to do it.   14 

  So at that point, I just felt that at some 15 

point, the threats were getting so serious that in -- in 16 

-- and the fact that he was consciously continuing to do 17 

what he does on social media that I had -- for the 18 

safety of myself, my family, the public, that I had to 19 

request to block him.  I made that request, but I also 20 

think I didn't need to make that request.  My policy 21 

allowed -- my department policy allows if there's 22 

extenuating circumstances or a risk that you could do 23 

that, I believe all of the prongs were met.   24 

 Q So you said in there that you thought that 25 
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Chad Loder is a member of Antifa, which you referred to 1 

as a violent group.  Is that how you would characterize 2 

Antifa? 3 

 A Yes. 4 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Compound. 5 

BY MR. HARROW:  6 

 Q On what basis do you associate Antifa with 7 

violence? 8 

 A Because of my personal experiences at protests 9 

throughout the City of Los Angeles. 10 

 Q Do you associate any other groups with 11 

violence? 12 

 A Yes. 13 

 Q Name some of them. 14 

 A There's gang members that commit violence.  15 

There's just generally protestors in general that are 16 

the aggressors and -- and start violence.  I've been at 17 

protests for -- abortion protests where people start 18 

violence.  I've been at KKK rallies where those people 19 

started violence.  So those are some of them. 20 

 Q How about the Proud Boys?  Do you associate 21 

the Proud Boys with violence? 22 

 A I think some of them are violent, yes. 23 

 Q Do you associate the group with violence? 24 

 A I -- I don't know.  So my experience when I've 25 
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been at protests in LA where Proud Boys or alleged Proud 1 

Boys are at, my experience has been the -- the 2 

counterdemonstrators, the Antifa protestors actually go 3 

in and start the violence.  So I have seen those groups 4 

commit violence, but it's normally in response to that.  5 

  And I think the case on January 6 is a perfect 6 

example of that.  What led up to the violence that day 7 

was a strategy tactic used by Black Bloc or Antifa 8 

members that intentionally go into groups to start 9 

violence, and that's what happened on January 6. 10 

 Q What evidence do you have that that's what 11 

happened on January 6th, 2021? 12 

 A So I witnessed it and -- 13 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Calls for a 14 

legal conclusion. 15 

   THE WITNESS:  So I witnessed it for 16 

hours, and I spoke to counterdemonstrators that were 17 

actually involved in that activity that were going into 18 

the south lawn and creating the conflict.  So that's an 19 

example. 20 

BY MR. HARROW:  21 

 Q Sure.  Sure.  Do you believe that the group 22 

that entered the capital on January 6, 2021 -- the 23 

capital of the United States, do you believe that was a 24 

violent group? 25 
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   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Argumentative.  1 

And Jason, just to be clear on the record, are you 2 

asking him in his position as captain? 3 

   MR. HARROW:  No.  I'm asking however he 4 

would like to take the question. 5 

BY MR. HARROW:  6 

 Q Do you believe that was a violent group? 7 

 A So the answer is, is I don't know if that was 8 

a violent group or not.  I wasn't there.  My testimony 9 

here is I was at the -- the January 6 event in downtown, 10 

so that's why I'm testifying to what I saw as far as a 11 

tactic used to create violence, and oftentimes groups 12 

try to create an unlawful assembly.  They try to use the 13 

police as a tool to create an unlawful assembly against 14 

people who are peacefully protesting.   15 

  And that's what Antifa and Black Bloc members 16 

did on this day.  They continually for hours went into 17 

the south lawn and created conflict, caused fights 18 

leading up to where Berlinda Nibo -- actually, I removed 19 

her from a crowd and got her to the south sidewalk to 20 

protect her.  But that -- it's a strategy that they use.  21 

But on January 6 in -- in the capital, I don't have 22 

specific knowledge of that.      23 

 Q So -- and I want to be clear when I'm 24 

referring to Los Angeles and Washington, so we'll come 25 
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back to Washington.  So Captain Stabile, I'm just going 1 

to be talking about the things you witnessed personally 2 

-- 3 

 A Yes.  Yes. 4 

 Q -- the January (indiscernible). 5 

  So you're saying -- did you witness any of the 6 

Stop the Steal protestors?  Did you witness them being 7 

violent? 8 

 A I don't understand. 9 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection. 10 

   THE WITNESS:  Did you say the steal 11 

protestors?  12 

BY MR. HARROW:   13 

 Q So let me establish what you saw on January 6, 14 

2021.  You said you saw what you called 15 

counterdemonstrators, which were from Antifa, and Black 16 

Bloc; is that correct?  What's what you saw? 17 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Compound.  18 

   THE WITNESS:  It's -- it's getting mixed.  19 

I -- I think on -- on that date, counterdemonstrators 20 

would be the best way to describe them. 21 

BY MR. HARROW:  22 

 Q Counterdemonstrators?  And what were they 23 

countering?  Maybe that's what we need to establish.  24 

What demonstration were they countering? 25 
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 A So there was the demonstration on the south 1 

lawn that I would best describe as a pro President Trump 2 

2020 -- 2020 election rally protest in the south lawn, 3 

and a group of counterdemonstrators came to counter-4 

demonstrate against that.   5 

 Q I see.  So the group that were gathering that 6 

you described as pro Trump 2021, were they violent? 7 

 A So the answer is, is I don't know.  The -- I 8 

watch skirmishes between the counterdemonstrators and 9 

the -- the pro Trump people for hours.  So what would 10 

happen is counterdemonstrators would go into the area of 11 

the south lawn where there was hundreds of pro Trumps.  12 

From my angle you would see clearly that something was 13 

wrong.  Crowds moving back and forth as if a skirmish 14 

was happening.  So you knew there was something 15 

happening that was not good.  And we would then escort 16 

people out for their safety.  I'd move officers in to 17 

protect them, and we would separate the group.   18 

  So that -- and that's really important.  I'm 19 

glad you asked it, Jason, is throughout the day, we kept 20 

doing that.  But what's important here, and to my point 21 

about the strategy that the counterdemonstrators used is 22 

the same counterdemonstrators that we would move in to 23 

protect and get out of there, they would then in turn go 24 

back in there after I had talked to them.  So they would 25 
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intentionally go back into the south lawn after there 1 

was a skirmish already.  And it was creating this 2 

ongoing hostile environment for both sides. 3 

 Q Okay.  So it's fair to say then from that 4 

account, you didn't see pro Trump demonstrators 5 

initiating violence; is that what your testimony is? 6 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Misstates his 7 

testimony. 8 

   THE WITNESS:  So I neve saw either side.  9 

My testimony is I would see counterdemonstrators going 10 

to the south law.  I was across the street.  And then 11 

you would see crowds upset, moving, people yelling, and 12 

you knew something was going on.  But I was never able 13 

to tell who instigated the violence.  Was it the pro 14 

Trump group or the counterdemonstrators?  You just knew 15 

that there was a -- a skirmish or an altercation going 16 

on. 17 

   MR. HARROW:  I see. 18 

BY MR. HARROW:  19 

 Q Now switching to Washington, D.C., did you see 20 

any video of a group entering the United States Capital 21 

without authorization? 22 

 A I did.  I saw stuff on social media and on the 23 

general news. 24 

 Q Okay.  And would you consider that to be a 25 
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violent group? 1 

 A So violence is very specific.  So violent 2 

meaning there was a violent act as opposed to protestors 3 

doing things, right?  So I'm not sure I understand your 4 

question.  People protesting or going into a building 5 

forcibly assuming no one got hurt, that doesn't imply 6 

that there was violence. 7 

  The question might be is it illegal, so I -- 8 

I'm not sure I understand your question. 9 

 Q Okay.  Did you witness anyone using violence 10 

who was a member of the group that entered the capital 11 

on January 6th, 2021? 12 

 A I really don't remember whether I saw violence 13 

or not.  I just remember seeing mass crowds going into 14 

the capital is kind of what I remember. 15 

 Q Did you ever witness people who were 16 

counterdemonstrators to Black Lives Matter protestors?  17 

Did you ever witness any of those people initiating 18 

violence in your career as a captain? 19 

 A Can you rephrase that or ask that again, sir? 20 

 Q Sure.  Now I'm asking about a broad timeframe, 21 

right?  Well, let's establish this.  You would -- before 22 

January 6, 2021, you attended as a captain many public 23 

gatherings, correct? 24 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague as to 25 
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public gathering. 1 

   THE WITNESS:  Yes. 2 

BY MR. HARROW:  3 

 Q Okay.  You attended protests as a captain; is 4 

that correct? 5 

 A Yes. 6 

 Q Did you attend counterdemonstrations? 7 

 A Yes. 8 

 Q Did you attend Black Lives Matter rallies? 9 

 A Yes. 10 

 Q And did some of those -- did you witness 11 

violence at some of those? 12 

 A Yes. 13 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague.  14 

Compound.  15 

BY MR. HARROW:  16 

 Q Yeah.  Did you witness batteries? 17 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Calls for a 18 

legal conclusion.   19 

   THE WITNESS:  Yes. 20 

BY MR. HARROW:  21 

 Q Did you witness any gun violence? 22 

 A At a protest? 23 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection. 24 

   MR. HARROW:  Yeah. 25 
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   THE WITNESS:  No. 1 

BY MR. HARROW:  2 

 Q Did you witness what you in your professional 3 

opinion as a captain would be, you know, felony assaults 4 

or batteries? 5 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Calls for a 6 

legal conclusion. 7 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't remember any 8 

specific felonies.  Most of them are misdemeanor 9 

batteries that occur at protests when demonstrations are 10 

happening and people are fighting. 11 

BY MR. HARROW:  12 

 Q So can you remember a specific incident where 13 

a battery was initiated by a pro Trump protestor or 14 

demonstrator? 15 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague. 16 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't understand your 17 

question. 18 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  I see in the chat 19 

that Chad would like a bathroom break and it's been 20 

about 15 minutes since our last one.  So Captain 21 

Stabile, let's take -- how much time do we want?  Do we 22 

want three, five, seven? 23 

   MS. RIVERA:  Let's take seven. 24 

   MR. HARROW:  Let's take seven.  Okay.  25 
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What time is it now, 11:48?  Let's try to come back on 1 

the record at -- or sorry, 10:48 Pacific.  Let's try to 2 

come back on the record about five to the hour. 3 

   MS. RIVERA:  Okay. 4 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay. 5 

   THE WITNESS:  Okay. 6 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  It's 1:48 p.m. 7 

Eastern Standard Time.  We're now off the record. 8 

 (Off the record.) 9 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  It's 1:58.  We are 10 

back on the record.  11 

    MR. HARROW:  Great. 12 

BY MR. HARROW:  13 

 Q Okay.  So we established already, Captain 14 

Stabile, that you blocked the @Chad Loder account from 15 

your Twitter account.  Is it your understanding that 16 

blocking the @Chad Loder account on Twitter prevents 17 

that account from tweeting about you? 18 

 A No. 19 

 Q So if blocking a user does not prevent that 20 

user from tweeting about you, can you explain how it 21 

would potentially reduce the risk to public safety that 22 

you had mentioned earlier? 23 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Misstates his 24 

testimony and incomplete hypothetical. 25 
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   THE WITNESS:  Yeah, I'm sorry.  I don't 1 

understand your question. 2 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Let me do it this 3 

way. 4 

BY MR. HARROW:  5 

 Q Do you believe that blocking the @Chad Loder 6 

account from your account would mitigate or reduce risk 7 

to your safety and that of your family? 8 

 A Yes, and even the public.  Yes.  Because of 9 

the protests I attend. 10 

 Q Okay.  Why?   11 

 A The -- the -- one of the main reasons was the 12 

25th when I decided to block him, one of the -- it was 13 

the first time that Chad actually commented on one of my 14 

tweets, and specifically when I was discussing crime.  15 

So that was one of the primary goals. 16 

 Q And how -- oh, I'm sorry. 17 

 A And that's important for me -- 18 

 Q I didn't mean to interrupt you.  I didn't know 19 

you were continuing. 20 

 A No, I'm just -- along with all the other 21 

things I've testified to, so in addition to all those 22 

things, that was the first time that Chad had actually 23 

taken the video.  All of the -- was repeating again all 24 

of the false things about the Berlinda Nibo case that 25 
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were factually inaccurate to the point of the district 1 

attorney of Los Angeles and the city attorney refused to 2 

file any -- any criminal cases in that matter, which I 3 

think really shows that Chad's information is false in 4 

addition to my testimony.  He started posting on my 5 

Twitter account. 6 

 Q I see.  Now, you've also said that the @Chad 7 

Loder account doxed you.  What does doxing mean? 8 

 A It's a -- I don't know the legal definition.  9 

It's just a form of harassment where I've actually seen 10 

some of Chad's tweets where he talks about that's what 11 

he does.  So it's about -- sometimes he does it to try 12 

and get people fired.  He -- he calls for people to be 13 

terminated.  And he puts personal information out there 14 

to -- to create a problem for the person he disagrees 15 

with. 16 

 Q So what personal information did the @Chad 17 

Loder account put out about you? 18 

 A It was public information.  It was my badge 19 

number, my salary, those type of employment issues that 20 

are public information.  But I -- I was referring to I 21 

think what doxing is, and I'm not implying that it's 22 

illegal.  It's simply a strategy that Chad and Antifa 23 

use with people they disagree with. 24 

 Q So did @Chad Loder dox you? 25 
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 A I believe everything he was doing was -- would 1 

be best described as a form of doxing, yes. 2 

 Q And did the @Chad Loder account post your home 3 

address? 4 

 A No. 5 

 Q Did the @Chad Loder account post your 6 

telephone number? 7 

 A No. 8 

 Q Post your email address? 9 

 A No.  Simply where I worked. 10 

 Q Okay.  And is that all public information? 11 

 A The information that he posted about my 12 

employment is public information, but the other part of 13 

the doxing was all the false information about racism, 14 

and that I failed to make an arrest and I witnessed a 15 

crime.  That would also be a form of doxing, and it was 16 

ultimately clearly false based on what I told you, that 17 

-- I don't know if you're aware that the district 18 

attorney of Los Angeles and the city attorney of Los 19 

Angeles have refused to file any criminal charges in the 20 

matter against Berlinda Nibo, which was -- occurred in 21 

broad daylight with tons of people videotaping alleged 22 

allegations.   23 

 Q And in your view, does the fact that the 24 

district attorney has failed to indite anyone for 25 
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assaulting Berlinda Nibo, does that mean that no assault 1 

happened? 2 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Misstates his 3 

testimony. 4 

   THE WITNESS:  Yeah, that -- that is not 5 

my testimony.  There's many factors that go into the 6 

decision.  But I think when you look at the totality of 7 

the news reports from this case, allegations that racial 8 

slurs were being made, that Berlinda Nibo was attacked, 9 

there -- my understanding is there's not evidence to 10 

support that.  And it goes to Chad on the -- shortly 11 

after the incident with no facts, a form of Doxing, 12 

putting what he says is factual information which is 13 

completely un-factual. 14 

   And that goes to your question, Jason, 15 

about is this doxing.  So by posting about race, by 16 

posting about insurrection, by admitting -- Chad openly 17 

admitting on his Twitter account that that's what he 18 

does; that he doxes people and their employers, and he 19 

keeps files on people to use in future dates.  It's all 20 

part of the strategy that Antifa and Chad use.   21 

   And again, I just think it's important 22 

that Chad has also called for violence, and that's 23 

really important when we talk about my safety.  Chad has 24 

openly on his Twitter account called for violence.  And 25 
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I also, throughout the process, was evaluating that to 1 

determine was it a safety risk to myself and my family. 2 

BY MR. HARROW:  3 

 Q Have you ever liked a tweet that has called 4 

for violence? 5 

 A So my answer is the same as how we started.  I 6 

don't remember all of the tweets I liked on social 7 

media. 8 

 Q Okay.  Do you think that anyone should call 9 

for violence on social media? 10 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Argumentative.  11 

Incomplete hypothetical.   12 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't believe violence is 13 

appropriate for anybody. 14 

   MR. HARROW:  Let me put up a tweet.  I'm 15 

going to share an exhibit.  Can you read what you see on 16 

the screen, Captain Stabile? 17 

 (Exhibit 6 marked for identification.) 18 

   THE WITNESS:  Yes. 19 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Foundation.  Go 20 

ahead. 21 

   THE WITNESS:  It has my name at the top 22 

and it says, "California Infidel, December 17, 2020."  23 

Excuse me.  Replying to @Rick Stabile.  "Right, but 24 

nutjob politicians getting tingles down their legs 25 
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fantasizing," and it's cut off on your exhibits, "taking 1 

guns from law-abiding patriots," and then a bunch of 2 

hashtags. 3 

BY MR. HARROW:   4 

 Q And those hashtags, correct -- I'll just 5 

finish it -- are hashtag 2A, hashtag NRA, hashtag fight 6 

back, hashtag abolish liberals; is that correct? 7 

 A Yes. 8 

 Q Do you believe this message advocates 9 

violence?    10 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Legal 11 

conclusion. 12 

   MR. HARROW:  I'm sorry.  I'm sorry.  I 13 

have to -- Fabiola, what's the legal conclusion? 14 

   MS. RIVERA:  Violence.  Violence.  It's a 15 

legal conclusion. 16 

   MR. HARROW:  What's a -- okay.  I mean, 17 

we're just going to disagree.  Violence is not a legal 18 

conclusion.  Violence is a noun that is a concept that 19 

we've already defined with Captain Stabile. 20 

   Okay.  So let me ask the question again. 21 

BY MR. HARROW:  22 

 Q Do you believe that this tweet advocates 23 

violence? 24 

 A It -- it's cut off, so I might be missing 25 
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something on the tweet, but I don't see anything in that 1 

tweet that discusses or -- or recommends or condones 2 

violence, no. 3 

 Q Do you think hashtag fight back condones 4 

violence? 5 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Foundation. 6 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't.  I've seen that 7 

used on many different demonstrations, and the term 8 

"fight back" could mean a lot of different things. 9 

BY MR. HARROW:  10 

 Q Do you think that the term "fight back" when 11 

it appears side by side with the hashtag 2A implies 12 

violence? 13 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Foundation and 14 

vague.  Ambiguous as to the term 2A.  15 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't know what's in this 16 

person's mind, so there's no way I could rightfully 17 

answer what they mean by that. 18 

BY MR. HARROW:  19 

 Q Do you remember liking this tweet? 20 

 A As I testified earlier, I don't. 21 

 Q Okay.  Do you believe that you liked this 22 

tweet? 23 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Asked and 24 

answered. 25 
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   MR. HARROW:  No, it's not.  We never 1 

asked that, Fabiola. 2 

BY MR. HARROW:  3 

 Q Do you believe that you liked this tweet? 4 

 A Yeah, just like all the questions that have 5 

been asked of me, I simply don't remember tweets that 6 

I've liked. 7 

 Q I'm not asking if you remember anything, 8 

Captain Stabile.  And remember you're under oath.  Do 9 

you think that you liked this tweet? 10 

 A I don't know. 11 

 Q Is it possible that you liked this tweet? 12 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Argumentative. 13 

   THE WITNESS:  Yeah, my -- my answer is 14 

the same, Jason.  I just don't remember. 15 

BY MR. HARROW:  16 

 Q Let me ask you this.  Do you have any idea why 17 

this tweet would appear in a list of tweets that you 18 

liked if you in fact didn't like it? 19 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Foundation. 20 

   THE WITNESS:  I do not. 21 

BY MR. HARROW:  22 

 Q You don't know.  Do you think that Twitter 23 

randomly places tweets in a list of people's likes that 24 

they in fact didn't like? 25 
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   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Speculation. 1 

   THE WITNESS:  I have no idea what Twitter 2 

does, sir. 3 

BY MR. HARROW:  4 

 Q Do you think it's possible that Twitter does 5 

that? 6 

 A I simply don't know. 7 

 Q Do you think it's possible that the list of 8 

likes that appear under the @LAPD Rick Stabile is not in 9 

fact a list of tweets that you have clicked like on? 10 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Foundation. 11 

   THE WITNESS:  Yeah, as I testified 12 

before, I -- I just don't know. 13 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  I think we may need 14 

to come back again, Fabiola, on this issue.  We may have 15 

an issue with what's happening here.  But I guess 16 

there's nothing I can do about that right now.  Let me 17 

close -- 18 

   MS. RIVERA:  But it's just foundation, 19 

right?  You're posting exhibits that, you know, we don't 20 

know where they're from. 21 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  That wasn't -- it's 22 

not related to that, but we'll discuss offline.   23 

   Okay.  I'm going to share a video again.  24 

Okay.  So without clicking play, do you see what appears 25 
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to be a thread of tweets? 1 

 (Exhibit 7 marked for identification.) 2 

   THE WITNESS:  Yes. 3 

   MS. RIVERA:  So was that a thread of a 4 

threat? 5 

   MR. HARROW:  A thread.  A thread. 6 

   MS. RIVERA:  Okay. 7 

   THE WITNESS:  Yes. 8 

BY MR. HARROW:  9 

 Q And is one of the threads from the @LAPD -- 10 

one of the tweets in the thread from the @LAPD Rick 11 

Stabile account? 12 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Foundation. 13 

   MR. HARROW:  Hang on.  Fabiola, what's 14 

the objection foundation here? 15 

   MS. RIVERA:  Again, you're just posting 16 

things, and we don't know where they're coming from.   17 

   MR. HARROW:  I said does this appear to 18 

be -- 19 

   MS. RIVERA:  So if you’re asking -- if 20 

you’re asking -- 21 

   MR. HARROW:  I said does this appear to 22 

be -- I said does this appear to be a thread of tweets.  23 

   MS. RIVERA:  If you're asking what your 24 

posting says, it's fine.   25 
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   MR. HARROW:  Okay. 1 

   MS. RIVERA:  He's continuing to answer 2 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Great. 3 

BY MR. HARROW:  4 

 Q Okay.  So does one of the tweets you see on 5 

the screen appear to be a tweet from you -- from the 6 

@LAPD Rick Stabile account? 7 

 A Yes.  But it's important to differentiate this 8 

is after I retired, and it was no longer a LAPD official 9 

account. 10 

 Q I'm sorry.  November 30th, 2020 was after you 11 

retired? 12 

 A Oh, well, no, that date is not when I retired.  13 

But you see retired is in parenthesis there, so that is 14 

confusing even for me, because that doesn't -- 15 

 Q Oh, I see.  I see.  I apologize.  You're 16 

right.  This screenshot was taken after you retired.  17 

That's correct. 18 

 A Oh. 19 

 Q That is correct. 20 

 A Interesting. 21 

 Q Okay.  Do you want to read the final tweet at 22 

the bottom?  Do you mind reading it? 23 

 A I don't mind reading it.  I don't know who 24 

it's from.  "If you want a whole list of offenders, join 25 
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the Yokai's Den, we hunt them down daily.  So far on one 1 

app we have 450 sex offenders on our list." 2 

 Q Okay.  And do you mind clicking play on the 3 

video? 4 

 A Sure.  Okay. 5 

 Q And what popped up?  What's now on the screen 6 

at the end of the video? 7 

 A My profile again when it's no longer an 8 

official LAPD account. 9 

 Q Sure. 10 

 A And at -- at the top it says liked by. 11 

 Q So do you think that that means you liked this 12 

tweet? 13 

 A My answer is the same as every time you ask me 14 

that.  I simply don't know, and I don't remember tweets 15 

that I liked or not. 16 

 Q I didn't ask you if you remember.  I said do 17 

you think that means that you liked this tweet. 18 

 A My answer is the same.  I just don't know.  19 

I'm not a social media expert.  You're -- 20 

   MR. HARROW:  But I don't understand that 21 

answer.  And Fabiola, that's not a valid answer.  I 22 

asked do you think.  It's not about what you know.   23 

BY MR. HARROW:  24 

 Q What do you think this means? 25 
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 A I don't know what it means. 1 

   MS. RIVERA:  That's his answer.  He 2 

doesn't know what it means. 3 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay. 4 

BY MR. HARROW:  5 

 Q Have you ever testified in court before, 6 

Captain Stabile? 7 

 A Yes. 8 

 Q You have.  Have you ever perjured yourself in 9 

court before? 10 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Argumentative.  11 

Jason, I -- 12 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Let me retract that. 13 

   MS. RIVERA:  (indiscernible - 14 

simultaneous speech) that question. 15 

BY MR. HARROW:  16 

 Q Have you ever been accused in perjuring 17 

yourself in an -- as a witness in court? 18 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Argument -- 19 

that's completely not relevant to what you're talking 20 

about, and it's extremely offensive. 21 

   MR. HARROW:  Are you going to answer the 22 

question? 23 

   THE WITNESS:  I'm sorry, Jason.  Can you 24 

ask it again? 25 
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   MR. HARROW:  Sure. 1 

BY MR. HARROW:  2 

 Q Have you ever been accused of perjuring 3 

yourself in open court? 4 

 A I -- I don't believe so, but I don't remember 5 

either. 6 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection. 7 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Okay.  Let me return 8 

to what we were talking about before.  I'm sorry.  I 9 

actually shouldn't have taken that down.  Let me put 10 

that exhibit back up.  I apologize for the delay.  Oh, 11 

now it's an entered exhibit.  Okay.  Okay.  So if you 12 

could just -- you don't have to click play actually.  I 13 

guess you can leave it un-played.  Okay.  Let me get 14 

back to that screen.   15 

BY MR. HARROW:  16 

 Q So this tweet that you read at the bottom -- 17 

and I'll read it out again.  "If you want a whole list 18 

of offenders, join the Yokai's Den.  We hunt them down 19 

daily."  Would you say that phrase advocates violence? 20 

 A I would say that.  It sounds like it's calling 21 

for violence. 22 

 Q So if in fact you had liked this tweet, you 23 

would have been liking a tweet that called for violence? 24 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Speculation.  25 
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Argumentative.   1 

   THE WITNESS:  I disagree with that 2 

statement. 3 

   MR. HARROW:  It wasn’t a statement.  It 4 

was a question. 5 

BY MR. HARROW:  6 

 Q If you liked the tweet, you would have been 7 

liking a tweet that advocated for violence?  Question 8 

mark.  Is that correct? 9 

   MS. RIVERA:  Same objection. 10 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't believe that, no. 11 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay. 12 

BY MR. HARROW: 13 

 Q Okay.  Do you believe that Berlinda Nibo was a 14 

victim of a hate crime? 15 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Calls for legal 16 

conclusion. 17 

   THE WITNESS:  She alleged she was a 18 

victim of a hate crime, and the Los Angeles Police 19 

Department completed an investigation.  And it's -- 20 

although I haven't seen the finished investigation, I 21 

believe no charges were filed, which would indicate that 22 

there was not. 23 

BY MR. HARROW:  24 

 Q So it's your understanding there was an 25 



 

        CAPTAIN RICHARD STABILE - February 17, 2022  75 

646-461-3400 

investigation into a potential assault or battery or 1 

other crime on Berlinda Nibo?  2 

 A There was. 3 

 Q And who did that investigation? 4 

 A So the Los Angeles Police Department did it.  5 

I believe the FBI was involved in it.  The district 6 

attorney's office and the city attorney's office was 7 

involved.  The incident occurred in broad daylight.  8 

It's my belief that there was a significant amount of 9 

video, and no charges were filed. 10 

 Q Okay.  Were you -- so did the investigation 11 

investigate how officers on the ground responded to the 12 

alleged attack? 13 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Assumes facts 14 

not in evidence. 15 

   THE WITNESS:  Are -- are you asking me if 16 

the hate crime investigation included how officers 17 

responded? 18 

   MR. HARROW:  Yes. 19 

   THE WITNESS:  The -- it would not include 20 

that, no. 21 

BY MR. HARROW:  22 

 Q Okay.  Was there any investigation about that 23 

particular topic? 24 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  It's ambiguous 25 
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as to what topic. 1 

BY MR. HARROW:  2 

 Q Was there any investigation about how officers 3 

responded? 4 

 A I -- I believe there was personnel complaints 5 

made, so that could be a form of an investigation.  I 6 

just don't know the outcome of that. 7 

 Q Sure.  Okay.  And you don't know the outcome 8 

of that, to be clear.  Is that because you retired 9 

before they were completed? 10 

 A I -- I don't remember.  It's possible, but 11 

basically protesters send complaints to the inspector 12 

general's office, and since we take all those complaints 13 

there was -- I know there was a complaint generated over 14 

the incident, again, because of tweets like what Chad 15 

did alleging these things.  And so, it's very normal for 16 

the organization to take personnel complaints, which 17 

would be a form of an investigation. 18 

  I simply just don't remember the outcome of 19 

it.  I -- I certainly wasn't disciplined so -- for any 20 

misconduct on the case. 21 

 Q Got it.  Okay.  That makes sense.  Now, again, 22 

going back to the events of January 6, 2021, what was 23 

your role on the ground that day?  24 

   MS. RIVERA:  Jason, are you talking -- 25 
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what specific events are you talking about? 1 

   MR. HARROW:  At the event -- I'm sorry.  2 

Let me lay the foundation. 3 

BY MR. HARROW:  4 

 Q We had earlier discussed that you were present 5 

at a gathering in downtown Los Angeles on City Hall.  6 

You were present as a captain at this gathering on 7 

January 6, 2021, correct? 8 

 A Yes. 9 

 Q And you were on duty? 10 

 A Yes. 11 

 Q And were you the senior officer in charge on 12 

the ground that day? 13 

 A So I think I can explain it.  On the -- I was 14 

what we call the operations chief.  So there was someone 15 

that was what we would refer to as incident commander.  16 

So someone above me is the incident commander.  So out 17 

in the field, I was the operations chief.  So I think 18 

your statement is somewhat fair, but it's important to 19 

delineate that. 20 

 Q Yeah, that makes sense.  Now, was there -- 21 

again, maybe I'm not using the proper terminology, but 22 

you're an expert, so you can correct me if I'm wrong.  23 

Was there something called a mobile field force command 24 

structure established for that day? 25 
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 A It -- it's possible.  I just don't remember.  1 

We form officers in what we call mobile field forces 2 

frequently, but a lot of protests we don't.  And I don't 3 

remember that day if there was mobile field forces 4 

standing down.  It's entirely possible there was. 5 

 Q Got it.  Got it.  Got it.  Got it.  Do you 6 

recall that the LAPD issued a hate crime bulletin 7 

related to the Berlinda Nibo attack? 8 

 A I do vaguely remember that, yes. 9 

 Q What do you remember about that? 10 

 A I -- I just remember a notice asking for 11 

people to come forward with information. 12 

 Q Got it.  Did you come forward with 13 

information? 14 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Assumes facts 15 

not in evidence. 16 

   MR. HARROW:  Did -- I mean, I'll load the 17 

question.  You said it asked for people to come forward 18 

with information. 19 

BY MR. HARROW:  20 

 Q Were you one of those people that responded to 21 

that bulletin? 22 

 A No.  A police officer did -- that's asking for 23 

the public.  But of course, I had given much information 24 

on this case about what had occurred. 25 
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 Q You did.  Who did you speak with about this 1 

case -- about the Berlinda Nibo -- let me clarify it.  2 

Who did you speak with about the Berlinda Nibo case at 3 

LAPD? 4 

 A So it would be the incident commander, 5 

describing what had happened.  And then I was -- I was 6 

interviewed on the complaints I mentioned earlier, so 7 

that's part of describing what occurred when -- after 8 

Chad had put all this false information out on social 9 

media.  I believe I answered the questions on why an -- 10 

an arrest wasn't made, and what I did or did not witness 11 

out there. 12 

   MR. HARROW:  And I'm going to -- let's 13 

see.  How much do I have left here?   14 

BY MR. HARROW:  15 

 Q Is it your understanding that Berlinda Nibo 16 

was a member of Antifa? 17 

 A That is not my understanding. 18 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection. 19 

BY MR. HARROW:  20 

 Q Okay.  Do you think she's a member of Antifa? 21 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Relevance.  And 22 

this is just clearly outside of the scope of I think the 23 

case, so I don't think has any bearing on any of the 24 

claims at issue. 25 
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   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  You can still answer. 1 

BY MR. HARROW:  2 

 Q Do you think Berlinda Nibo is a member of 3 

Antifa? 4 

 A I have no idea.  I have no idea. 5 

 Q Okay.  The counterdemonstrators that you said 6 

entered the south law on January 6th, 2021, is the 7 

public permitted to be in that space? 8 

 A Yes. 9 

 Q Okay.  The space where they were. 10 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague. 11 

   MR. HARROW:  Yeah. 12 

   MS. RIVERA:  Ambiguous as to what we're 13 

talking about, but -- 14 

BY MR. HARROW:  15 

 Q And do you believe that counterdemonstrators 16 

have a right to confront demonstrators? 17 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Argumentative 18 

and calls for a legal conclusion. 19 

   THE WITNESS:  Yes. 20 

BY MR. HARROW:  21 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Sorry.  Let me -- we 22 

may be close to being done.  Give me 30 seconds to -- 23 

I'll mute my line and see what else we've got left.   24 

   Okay.  Just a few lines of questioning 25 
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left.  I don't think we're going to need another break. 1 

BY MR. HARROW:  2 

 Q So, Captain Stabile, you submitted a 3 

declaration in this case earlier; is that correct?  Do 4 

you remember doing that? 5 

 A Yes. 6 

 Q Okay.  In that declaration, you stated that 7 

you became aware from the department's Operations Bureau 8 

that individuals were posting derogatory comments about 9 

me as a result of Plaintiff's January 11th tweets.  Who 10 

in the Operations Bureau contacted you about this? 11 

 A I'm not even familiar with the term, 12 

"Operations Bureau", so I'm confused. 13 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Hang on.  Let me go 14 

to the exact language so that we can be on the same 15 

page. 16 

   THE WITNESS:  Sure. 17 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Yeah.  I mean, I was 18 

reading it about to -- so this is from your declaration.  19 

"I also became aware from the department's Operations 20 

Bureau."   21 

BY MR. HARROW:  22 

 Q So you're saying you're not sure what that 23 

phrase "department's Operations Bureau" refers to?  24 

 A Yeah, it sounds like a confusion of words 25 
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there, but I think I understand your question if you 1 

want to continue it.  Just so you know, the term, 2 

"Operations Bureau," that -- that's not a familiar term 3 

or a normal -- 4 

 Q Okay.  It sounds like -- let me rephrase it 5 

this way. 6 

  Is this what -- well, so let me rephrase it 7 

this way.  Did anyone at LAPD monitor social media and 8 

make you aware of comments that were posted by the @Chad 9 

Loder account? 10 

 A Yeah.  What I believe happened is after I 11 

brought to the department's attention the threats as a 12 

result of Chad, I believe they were monitoring it.  And 13 

so, there was discussions with Robbery/Homicide Division 14 

about tweets Chad was making that supported my position, 15 

like him calling for Molotov cocktails to be used, those 16 

types of threats of violence.  Punching people at 17 

protests.  Those were the discussions we had with 18 

Robbery/Homicide when we were looking at the email 19 

threads and how that all started. 20 

 Q Got it.  Got it.  Got it.  Okay.  That makes 21 

sense.  And you also said in that declaration that you 22 

used -- and I think you testified earlier, you used a 23 

service.  In the declaration I believe it's called Leo 24 

Web.  Can you tell me why -- what Leo Web does?  25 
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   MS. RIVERA:  Jason, can you just tell us 1 

the declaration as to -- just to clear the record? 2 

   MR. HARROW:  Sure.  The declaration is 3 

entered as Docket Number 26-1.  It was filed on August 4 

16th, 2021 in this matter.  And I'm now referring to 5 

paragraph 12 of that.  And Captain Stabile, I'll read 6 

you the line.  "As a result, I retained a company, Leo 7 

Web Protect Inc. to monitor any suspicious online 8 

activity related to me and my family." 9 

BY MR. HARROW:  10 

 Q So can you just say -- well, first, did you 11 

investigate this company called Leo Web? 12 

 A I did not. 13 

 Q What service was it your understanding that 14 

Leo Web provides? 15 

 A So I am not a social media expert.  My general 16 

understanding is they monitor for threats on social 17 

media, and I -- I don't know much more than that what 18 

they do.  But it's a service I paid for personally at 19 

the recommendation of Robbery/Homicide Division.  And it 20 

-- again, it was in context with the threats -- the 21 

death threats, emails, the reason I blocked Chad's 22 

threats on his Twitter account, not necessarily about 23 

me, but about using lasers, Molotov cocktails, punching 24 

people, and I'm often at those protests.   25 



 

        CAPTAIN RICHARD STABILE - February 17, 2022  84 

646-461-3400 

  So those were all part of the reasons why I 1 

hired that company to monitor social media, and to 2 

continue to assess the threats that Chad associated, you 3 

know, towards me and with me.   4 

 Q And has that company returned since you filed 5 

that declaration on August 16th -- scratch the company. 6 

  Since you filed that declaration on August 16, 7 

2021, has any company or threat monitoring service 8 

contacted you about any specific threats that that 9 

company or service has seen? 10 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Ambiguous as to 11 

any company. 12 

   THE WITNESS:  I have been in contact with 13 

that company, but the discussion was not about any of 14 

the specific -- from them, any of the specific threats. 15 

   MR. HARROW:  Got it. 16 

   THE WITNESS:  I discussed them like I'm 17 

doing with you.  But in my discussions, they did not 18 

bring them up. 19 

BY MR. HARROW:  20 

 Q Have you seen any specific threats since you 21 

retired from the force? 22 

 A From Chad or -- 23 

 Q In general.  Have you received anything you 24 

consider threatening since you retired? 25 
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 A You know, if -- 1 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection. 2 

   THE WITNESS:  -- if I do post something 3 

on there, I still get people posting negative things, 4 

but not like the death -- I have not received any of the 5 

death threats like in the emails I had, and I have not 6 

had anybody since I blocked Chad reposting the false 7 

statements about Berlinda Nibo. 8 

BY MR. HARROW:  9 

 Q In the course of your career, did you receive 10 

any threats prior to the email threats that you received 11 

in 2021 that you -- or the emails you claim are threats 12 

that you received in 2021? 13 

   MS. RIVERA:  Ambiguous as to threats. 14 

   THE WITNESS:  Could you be a little more 15 

specific or clarify that for me? 16 

   MR. HARROW:  Sure. 17 

BY MR. HARROW:  18 

 Q Over the course of your career, did any person 19 

ever threaten you with violence? 20 

 A Yes. 21 

 Q Did any person threaten you to your face with 22 

violence? 23 

 A Yes. 24 

 Q What happened? 25 
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 A I -- I don't remember specific.  Sometime 1 

arrests were made.  Other times, no arrests were made.  2 

But I don't remember specifics. 3 

 Q Prior to 2021, did you ever receive any 4 

threats by email? 5 

 A I don't remember any. 6 

 Q Got it.  You said earlier you're not a social 7 

media expert.  I don't think anyone here is.  Do you 8 

remember using the hide tweets function on Twitter? 9 

 A Did you say the hide -- 10 

 Q I'm sorry.  Scratch that.  Scratch that. 11 

  Do you remember using the hide replies 12 

function on Twitter? 13 

   MS. RIVERA:  It would -- I'm sorry.  To 14 

clarify, within his time as captain? 15 

   MR. HARROW:  Ever. 16 

   THE WITNESS:  The only time I remember it 17 

was on the day I blocked Chad.  On the -- I believe on 18 

the 25th I remember using that feature. 19 

BY MR. HARROW:  20 

 Q So you -- okay.  You did use it.  And what did 21 

that feature do? 22 

 A I believe it hides when they -- when someone 23 

posts on your Twitter feed, you could remove or hide 24 

their posting. 25 
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 Q And you recall using that on the 25th of May 1 

2021. 2 

 A I'm not exact, but that's my recollection, but 3 

I'm not positive. 4 

 Q And why did you do that? 5 

 A Because of the same reason I blocked Chad.  He 6 

continued doing the same things he had done all along, 7 

and he was now posting on my -- my tweets.  And so, it 8 

was all part of the same process of blocking him. 9 

   MR. HARROW:  Got it.  I'm just going to -10 

- I think I've got just a couple more exhibits, one or 11 

two more, and -- sorry.  I'm just bringing this up.  12 

Okay.   13 

   Okay.  So I'm going to -- again, this is 14 

a screen recording.  I'll say that for the record and 15 

for the foundation.  I'm going to ask you to press play 16 

on it.  Okay.  Can I ask you to see -- describe what you 17 

saw on the video, Captain Stabile? 18 

 (Exhibit 8 marked for identification.) 19 

   THE WITNESS:  I'm going to hit -- can I 20 

play that?  Let me play that again. 21 

   MR. HARROW:  Yeah. 22 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't think it's letting 23 

me play it again.  Oh, there it goes.  Hang on.  So it 24 

was a Twitter post about a sergeant that had passed 25 



 

        CAPTAIN RICHARD STABILE - February 17, 2022  88 

646-461-3400 

away.  And then on the next screen, there is a picture 1 

on it. 2 

BY MR. HARROW:  3 

 Q And do you see, did the mouse click the three 4 

dot button and click the view hidden reply feature? 5 

 A Yes.  I saw that. 6 

 Q And then did then a screen pop up that says 7 

hidden replies? 8 

 A Yes. 9 

 Q And then does it say replies hidden by @LAPD 10 

Rick Stabile? 11 

 A It -- it went very fast.  I -- I didn't see 12 

it.  But of course, I -- I don't know. 13 

 Q Yeah, I think -- sorry.  I don't mean to 14 

interrupt, but I think I can use the technology.  I 15 

think if I click bring all to me, does this now take you 16 

to a specific place on the screen? 17 

 A No. 18 

 Q Oh. 19 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  I'm not sure if it 20 

works the same way with video. 21 

   MR. HARROW:  On video.  Okay.   22 

   On about the five-second mark, I'll just 23 

describe it.  And if you would like to go to the five-24 

second mark, you can.  It says replies hidden by @LAPD 25 
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Rick Stabile.   1 

BY MR. HARROW:  2 

 Q So do you think this is a list of replies that 3 

you hid from that post? 4 

 A It -- it's possible.  I just don't remember. 5 

 Q Sure.  And are some of these -- I'm just going 6 

to read off.  Is one of these replies dated January 7 

13th, 2021? 8 

 A I'm not sure.  I -- I can't see it and I don't 9 

-- I honestly don't remember the -- the tweet or the 10 

incident. 11 

 Q Sure.  So I'm just asking.  And again, is it 12 

possible that you used the hidden reply feature an 13 

additional time or two additional posts than the one you 14 

described to the @Chad Loder account on May 25th, 2021? 15 

 A It is possible.  I just don't remember. 16 

 Q Sure.  Sure.  Fine.  And the tweets that you 17 

may have hidden, are they tweets that you agreed with 18 

the content of it, of the tweets? 19 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Assumes facts 20 

not in evidence. 21 

   THE WITNESS:  I -- I simply don't 22 

remember whether I did it or didn't do it or what the 23 

tweet was about.  I just don't recall. 24 

   MR. HARROW:  Got it.  Okay.  I'm going to 25 
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close this. 1 

   Okay.  Just a couple more questions.   2 

BY MR. HARROW:  3 

 Q Have you ever faced an internal inquiry for 4 

your use of social media while employed by the City of 5 

Los Angeles? 6 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  This calls for 7 

his privacy privilege in terms of any employment or 8 

investigations in that regard, so I'm going to instruct 9 

the witness not to answer. 10 

   MR. HARROW:  Not sure I understand that 11 

objection, but okay. 12 

BY MR. HARROW:  13 

 Q Do you -- were you ever sanctioned or 14 

reprimanded for improper use of social media by the 15 

LAPD? 16 

   MS. RIVERA:  Again, any employment 17 

decisions are private -- or based -- or covered by the 18 

privacy privilege.  It infringes upon his privacy.  And 19 

I provided -- I can give you the authority for that. 20 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  You can send it 21 

after, Fabiola.  I'm not going to press it -- 22 

   MS. RIVERA:  Okay. 23 

   MR. HARROW:  -- and waste everyone's 24 

time. 25 
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BY MR. HARROW:  1 

 Q Is that the same -- I mean, I guess I'll ask 2 

one additional question.  Were you ever subjected to 3 

discipline or sanctioned for anything else over the 4 

course of your career, Captain Stabile? 5 

   MS. RIVERA:  I'm going to object on the 6 

same basis. 7 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  That's fine. 8 

   MS. RIVERA:  (Indiscernible). 9 

   MR. HARROW:  Yeah. 10 

BY MR. HARROW:  11 

 Q Have you ever unliked a tweet, Captain 12 

Stabile? 13 

 A I -- I don't know if I have or have not. 14 

 Q Do you know what I mean by "unlike"? 15 

 A I don't remember what that is or even how to 16 

do it, to be honest.  I -- I don't know. 17 

 Q Okay.  What I mean by it -- let me just 18 

clarify so we're on the same ground -- is pressing the 19 

like button again on a tweet that you had previously 20 

liked so that it no longer appears as a tweet that you 21 

liked.  So have you ever done that? 22 

 A I didn't even know that was an option, so -- 23 

or I don't remember that being an option, so I don't 24 

remember it. 25 
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 Q Okay.  Have you ever deleted a tweet? 1 

 A Yes. 2 

 Q Have you deleted a tweet of yours? 3 

 A Yes. 4 

 Q Tell me about that.  What do you remember 5 

about that? 6 

 A I don't remember specifically what the tweets 7 

were, but I know I've done it. 8 

 Q About when?  Do you remember about when? 9 

 A No, I -- I don't.  It's happened a few times, 10 

and I don't remember. 11 

 Q Do you remember why? 12 

 A I don't. 13 

 Q Okay.  Do you believe -- under the official 14 

social media policy of the LAPD, do you believe that you 15 

would be justified in blocking -- if you were still 16 

employed by the LAPD, do you believe that you would be 17 

justified in blocking anyone who tweets and claims to be 18 

a member of Antifa on the grounds that Antifa is a 19 

violent group? 20 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Ambiguous as to 21 

the policy you're referring to, and compound. 22 

   THE WITNESS:  Jason, could you repeat 23 

that? 24 

BY MR. HARROW:  25 
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 Q Okay.  Do you want me to be more specific, 1 

Captain Stabile, or do you understand that? 2 

 A No.  More specificity would be awesome. 3 

 Q Okay.  So we talked earlier -- and I'm happy 4 

to put it up as an exhibit -- we talked earlier about 5 

social media policy that you were familiar with, 6 

correct?  You were -- correct? 7 

 A Yes. 8 

 Q And that policy applied to your @LAPD Rick 9 

Stabile account, correct? 10 

 A Yes. 11 

 Q And it had guidelines for when you could and 12 

could not block someone, correct? 13 

 A Yes. 14 

   MR. HARROW:  And just to refresh 15 

recollection -- and Fabiola, I'm not trying to waste 16 

time. 17 

BY MR. HARROW:  18 

 Q But just to refresh recollection, you had said 19 

that some of those criteria were when a user presents a 20 

risk to public or officer safety; is that your 21 

understanding of the guidelines?  22 

 A Correct. 23 

 Q Okay.  So under that standard, do you think 24 

that it would be permissible to block a Twitter user who 25 
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professes to be a member of Antifa on the grounds that 1 

Antifa is a violent group? 2 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Calls for a 3 

legal conclusion. 4 

   THE WITNESS:  I believe you have to be 5 

consistent what the department policy is.  My answer, so 6 

there has to be one of those prongs and -- to block 7 

somebody.   8 

BY MR. HARROW:  9 

 Q Okay.  Does being a member of a violent group 10 

present a risk to public or officer safety? 11 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Incomplete 12 

hypothetical.  Calls for a legal conclusion. 13 

   THE WITNESS:  So I believe there has to 14 

be more than that.  It's not just the fact that 15 

someone's opinion or that they're a member of a group 16 

would be justification to block.  There has to be 17 

examples like what we're talking about in this case 18 

where someone like Chad is doxing, where he openly 19 

admits he doxes, where he talks about throwing Molotov 20 

cocktails at protests, where he talks about using 21 

lasers.   22 

   Those are all reasons, especially if 23 

you're an officer that's out dealing with those protests 24 

and Antifa -- those would be examples of when there's a 25 
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clear risk to your safety as an officer, or even the 1 

public that's at the protest.  So not just the fact that 2 

you're a member of a group.   3 

BY MR. HARROW: 4 

 Q When you say -- and you've said before in this 5 

deposition that there are some groups that are violent 6 

groups.  I believe you meant -- we talked about several, 7 

but you listed Antifa as one of them.  Does that mean 8 

you think that all members of Antifa use violence? 9 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Misstates his 10 

testimony. 11 

   THE WITNESS:  That's not what I believe, 12 

no. 13 

BY MR. HARROW:  14 

 Q Well, what does it mean?  I'm just curious.  15 

What does it mean when you say Antifa is a violent 16 

group? 17 

 A So my experience is at protests, oftentimes 18 

the people that show up in Black Bloc attire that self-19 

identify as Antifa or Black Bloc are generally -- 20 

they're generally committing violence at protests, and 21 

generally initiate the violence as a general rule. 22 

 Q Okay.  Have you seen members -- have you seen 23 

people who profess to be members of a group called the 24 

Proud Boys initiating violence? 25 



 

        CAPTAIN RICHARD STABILE - February 17, 2022  96 

646-461-3400 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Ambiguous as to 1 

time.  And is that in his role as captain or just -- 2 

   MR. HARROW:  No.  No, no, no.  I asked a 3 

question. 4 

BY MR. HARROW:  5 

 Q Have you ever seen it? 6 

 A So my -- I have not.  And my experience is 7 

generally Antifa, they initiate the violence as a 8 

general rule. 9 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  I think we may be -- 10 

I know I keep threatening this, Captain Stabile, but I 11 

think we may be finished or close to finished.  Can I -- 12 

why don't we go offline for like three minutes, and that 13 

you could do -- and let me just confirm that I think I'm 14 

finished here, Fabiola and Captain Stabile.  And then -- 15 

is that okay, three minutes? 16 

   MS. RIVERA:  Yeah. 17 

   MR. HARROW:  Great. 18 

   THE WITNESS:  Yeah. 19 

   MS. RIVERA:  Sure. 20 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  2:47.  We're now 21 

off the record. 22 

 (Off the record.) 23 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  2:51.  We're back 24 

on the record. 25 
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   MR. HARROW:  Back on the record. 1 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Yes. 2 

   MR. HARROW:  Are we back on the record, 3 

Mindy?  Sorry.  Or do you -- 4 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Yes.  Yes, we are. 5 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Great. 6 

BY MR. HARROW:  7 

 Q Captain Stabile, have you heard of a Twitter 8 

user named Andy Nego, N-G-O? 9 

 A I have. 10 

 Q Tell me what you know about him. 11 

 A Simply that him and Chad -- I remember seeing 12 

tweets where those two were fighting on social media 13 

about their different ideologies.  14 

 Q Got it.  And do you recall what the Andy Nego 15 

Twitter account said about the @Chad Loder account? 16 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Ambiguous, and 17 

at any time?  Are you asking about any time? 18 

   MR. HARROW:  I'm asking if he recalls.  19 

Yeah. 20 

   THE WITNESS:  It's been a while since I 21 

looked at it, but I -- I do know I've seen the accounts 22 

and -- but I don't remember the specificity.  But I 23 

looked at Chad's account and -- and what he had said 24 

about Andy.  I -- I'd looked at Andy's account and saw 25 
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what he had said about Chad.   1 

BY MR. HARROW:  2 

 Q And did you conclude that one or the other was 3 

generally telling the truth? 4 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Calls for legal 5 

conclusion. 6 

   THE WITNESS:  No. 7 

   MS. RIVERA:  Argumentative. 8 

   MR. HARROW:  No?  Okay. 9 

BY MR. HARROW:  10 

 Q Did you -- but given your familiarity with the 11 

Andy Nego Twitter account, how would you characterize 12 

that account? 13 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  So Jason, this 14 

is really clearly outside of the scope.  Do you intend 15 

on proceeding much further with this line of 16 

questioning? 17 

   MR. HARROW:  I mean, Captain Stabile just 18 

testified that he read the Andy Nego account and the 19 

@Chad Loder account and I’m forming questions based on 20 

that. 21 

   MS. RIVERA:  I know, and I'm -- okay.  22 

And I'm not trying to be objectionist, but it's -- Andy 23 

Nego is not a party and, you know, whatever views or 24 

non-views the captain or anyone has as to Andy Nego are 25 
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not -- at least have been disclosed as any -- having any 1 

bearing on any of the claims on the case. 2 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  I mean, I've got just 3 

a couple questions on this line, Fabiola.  I think 4 

they'll be okay and unobjectionable if you would let the 5 

captain answer.  If not, I guess we'll call the 6 

magistrate judge. 7 

   MS. RIVERA:  Okay. 8 

   MR. HARROW:  The -- 9 

   MS. RIVERA:  You can answer the last 10 

question. 11 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay. 12 

   THE WITNESS:  Sorry.  You want to repeat 13 

it? 14 

   MR. HARROW:  Yeah, I know.  Lawyers 15 

squabbling, and then you forget the question.  So let me 16 

ask it again.  And again, I'll try and be brief with 17 

this line. 18 

BY MR. HARROW:  19 

 Q How would you characterize the account of Mr. 20 

Andy Nego? 21 

 A I don't have specifics.  I just know they were 22 

in opposition together.  But it's an important note that 23 

as I was monitoring Chad's account and some of the 24 

things he was saying, there was many people besides the 25 
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man you just mentioned, and this debate politically 1 

would go back and forth about racism and Antifa and 2 

Proud Boys.  So it wasn't just one account.  I -- I saw 3 

many of them.  But general terms, all I know is they 4 

were in opposition.  It's a political disagreement, 5 

discourse over political issues was how I would describe 6 

it. 7 

 Q And do you consider Andy Nego a journalist? 8 

 A I -- I have no idea if he's a journalist. 9 

 Q Okay.  Do you consider @Chad Loder a 10 

journalist, or a journalistic account? 11 

 A I don't know, but I did see when I was 12 

monitoring Chad's account that he had tweeted that he 13 

was not a journalist.  I remember that.  But I don't 14 

know if -- if that's changed and now he is.   15 

 Q Fair enough.  Just asking for your knowledge.   16 

 A Yeah. 17 

 Q Did you rely -- do you recall looking at this 18 

exchange between Andy Nego and @Chad Loder before you 19 

blocked the @Chad Loder account? 20 

   MS. RIVERA:  Vague as to exchange. 21 

   THE WITNESS:  I don't remember. 22 

BY MR. HARROW:  23 

 Q Okay.  Do you know whether anything that Andy 24 

Nego tweeted about @Chad Loder, did that inform your 25 
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decision as to whether @Chad Loder presented a threat 1 

and a risk of officer safety? 2 

 A No, I -- I made my assessments based on what I 3 

had personally read from Chad's account and his tweets 4 

and what he had done with the doxing of me from the -- 5 

from the time he started to the 25th. 6 

 Q Got it.  Got it.  Did the treat assessments 7 

that you engaged in, was anything -- were any written 8 

reports produced? 9 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Misstates his 10 

testimony. 11 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  Let me rephrase it.  12 

Strike that. 13 

BY MR. HARROW:  14 

 Q Were any written reports produced by anyone 15 

about the supposed threat that the @Chad Loder account 16 

presented to you? 17 

 A I don't know if Robbery/Homicide did or not.  18 

I don't know. 19 

 Q Did you receive any written reports? 20 

 A No. 21 

 Q And did you pay a company to provide a threat 22 

assessment? 23 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Vague as to the 24 

term "threat assessment".        25 
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   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  To provide an 1 

assessment of the danger that the @Chad Loder account 2 

might pose to you, your family, or the public. 3 

   THE WITNESS:  So two different things.  4 

There was a threat assessment that I requested through 5 

LAPD because of the threat that I believe Chad and 6 

Antifa put me at risk of.  And then I -- at the request 7 

of Robbery/Homicide, or at their recommendation, was 8 

that I hire an outside company to, for lack of a better 9 

term, monitor social media.  And then I personally hired 10 

the Leo Web that we discussed earlier. 11 

BY MR. HARROW:  12 

 Q Okay.  And did Leo Web generate any kind of 13 

written report for you that you've seen? 14 

 A No. 15 

 Q Okay.  Okay.  And just a last couple closing 16 

questions.  Since you retired, Captain Stabile, just -- 17 

you retired in September of 2021; is that correct? 18 

 A Yeah.  It was my last day, September. 19 

 Q And have you been working since then? 20 

 A No. 21 

 Q Okay.  Enjoying retirement.  And have you been 22 

back to LAPD headquarters since then? 23 

 A I had just to do retirement paperwork. 24 

   MR. HARROW:  Got it.  Okay.  Great.  25 
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Well, I think that this is completed.  Yeah.  Let me 1 

just conclude this way, Captain Stabile.  Again, thank 2 

you for your time.  Obviously, we're -- you know, things 3 

get slightly adversarial, but I genuinely do appreciate 4 

your time and your effort to answer truthfully.  And of 5 

course -- I mean, I know again we're on other sides, but 6 

that doesn't mean that I don't appreciate decades of 7 

service to the City of Los Angeles.  I genuinely do. 8 

   THE WITNESS:  Thank you. 9 

   MS. RIVERA:  Jason, I have some 10 

questions, just a few for the captain. 11 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay. 12 

   MS. RIVERA:  Okay.  13 

EXAMINATION 14 

BY MS. RIVERA:  15 

 Q Captain Stabile, do you recall if Mr. Loder 16 

tweeted a reply tweet directly on your account before 17 

May 25th, 2021? 18 

 A No, I believe that was the first time he did 19 

that. 20 

 Q So do you recall any other reply tweets 21 

directly onto your account from Mr. Loder about any 22 

subject before May 21st, 2021? 23 

 A No. 24 

 Q Okay.  Now, do you recall the video that Mr. 25 
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Harrow showed us earlier about that discussion with Ms. 1 

Nibo? 2 

 A I do. 3 

 Q And does that video reflect all of your 4 

interactions that you had with Ms. Nibo on January 6, 5 

2021? 6 

 A It -- it does not.  And there's a lot of video 7 

where I actually had to use force to protect Ms. Nibo.  8 

There's video where I actually met Ms. Nibo in the 9 

middle of First Street, put her on the back side of me, 10 

and walked backwards keeping the crowd away from her.  11 

But again, unfortunately in scenarios like this, those 12 

things don't come into play.   13 

  But I was actually protecting her, and I 14 

actually used force against people I believe were trying 15 

to get to her.  But unfortunately, those things don't 16 

come out in scenarios like this and an in Chad's posts. 17 

 Q And then just a couple more questions.  While 18 

you were captain, and you had your Twitter account, did 19 

you ever block anyone because of the viewpoint of their 20 

tweets? 21 

 A No.  I -- I blocked Chad because of the 22 

threats of violence that he has openly called for on 23 

social media, and my belief of his association with 24 

Antifa and the violence I've personally witnessed them 25 
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commit. 1 

 Q Did you ever block from your official Twitter 2 

account as captain anyone who disagreed with you? 3 

 A No.  It was always associated with our policy, 4 

threats of violence or risks to officer safety or the 5 

public. 6 

 Q And did you block Mr. Loder because of the 7 

view he expressed on your Twitter account on May 25th, 8 

2021? 9 

 A No, and there's plenty of people that call me 10 

names and disagree with me, and I have not blocked them.  11 

It's directly because of what his organization and what 12 

he has called for. 13 

 Q And did you block Mr. Loder on May 25th, 2021 14 

because he criticized you? 15 

 A No. 16 

   MS. RIVERA:  So those are all my 17 

questions. 18 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  I just had a few 19 

rebuttal questions that your answers gave rise to, 20 

Captain Stabile. 21 

FURTHER EXAMINATION 22 

BY MR. HARROW:  23 

 Q You said that you always blocked someone.  24 

Were there other blocks that you engaged in from your 25 
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official account before you retired? 1 

   MS. RIVERA:  Objection.  Misstates his 2 

testimony.  3 

   THE WITNESS:  I didn't say that, sir. 4 

BY MR. HARROW:  5 

 Q I'm sorry.  I thought you said that when you 6 

blocked, it was always because.  I'm just clarifying.  7 

Does that mean there were other incidents of you 8 

blocking (indiscernible - simultaneous speech)? 9 

 A I don't remember any other -- so I believe 10 

anything I've blocked was associated with Chad and these 11 

threats on the 25th.  I don't remember any prior to 12 

that. 13 

 Q And were there other accounts that you 14 

requested to block on the 25th? 15 

 A I don't remember.  It's possible.  I just 16 

don't remember. 17 

 Q Okay. 18 

 A But it was -- if I did, it was associated with 19 

the Chad threats and the -- the doxing, but not 20 

unrelated to this incident that we're discussing. 21 

 Q Yeah.  And then my only other rebuttal line of 22 

questions was you had said that the video of your 23 

interaction with Berlinda Nibo is taken out of context 24 

or not the complete video.  You said that was because 25 
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you in fact shielded her from certain types of violence.  1 

And you said there was video of that.  What video were 2 

you referring to? 3 

 A I just remember seeing video of that day, 4 

because everyone has their phones out like at most 5 

protests.  And as the -- the mob of pro Trump supporters 6 

were following her, I -- I walked out into First Street 7 

because she was acting like she had been assaulted.  She 8 

was holding her head.  And I walked out there not 9 

knowing what happened to her, and actually tried to 10 

protect her.  And I put her on the backside, and then we 11 

slowly started walking back to First Street.  And I 12 

believe that's on a multitude of videos.  I -- I 13 

personally don't have it, but I know that all that video 14 

is out there. 15 

 Q Okay.  So you were referring to a public 16 

video, not any kind of -- okay. 17 

 A Correct. 18 

 Q Public video.  Okay.  Great. 19 

 A Correct. 20 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay.  I think we're good.  21 

I think right about lunchtime.  I think we can conclude. 22 

   MS. RIVERA:  Okay. 23 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  It's 3:05 p.m. 24 

Eastern Standard Time.  We are now off the record. 25 
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   MS. RIVERA:  Well, before we go off the 1 

record, I did want to make the request for the captain 2 

to review his transcript. 3 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Okay.  Here is my 4 

question.  I understand you want one.  Jason, do you 5 

want a transcript? 6 

   MR. HARROW:  Yes. 7 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Okay. 8 

   MR. HARROW:  And no rush.  Regular 9 

turnaround time is fine.  And Fabiola, happy to give 10 

Captain Stabile a chance to review the transcript before 11 

it's official. 12 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Okay.  I'm not 13 

familiar with California, quite.  Is there one certain 14 

ordering party and the other one gets free, or both 15 

parties pay for it?  Do you know if that -- 16 

   MR. HARROW:  I think I'm the ordering 17 

party to pay for it.  That's always been my experience.  18 

But Fabiola, tell me if different. 19 

   MS. RIVERA:  Yeah, that's always been the 20 

-- 21 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  I'm sorry. 22 

   MS. RIVERA: -- my understanding as well. 23 

   MR. HARROW:  Yeah.  Yeah.  She'll pay for 24 

them when she asks for them.  What goes around comes 25 
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around. 1 

   THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  Okay.  Okay.  But 2 

I mean, you know, it's different in ever state.  Like 3 

Michigan, both parties pay for it whether they order it.  4 

You know, New York, one -- whoever orders the -- it's a 5 

little bit different, and I didn't get California's yet 6 

before I jumped on, so thank you.  And we are all good. 7 

   MR. HARROW:  No worries.  Thank you, 8 

Mindy.  Again, Captain Stabile, I mean it genuinely.  I 9 

appreciate the time and the service. 10 

   THE WITNESS:  Thank you.  11 

   MR. HARROW:  Okay. 12 

   THE WITNESS:  Bye, everyone. 13 

(Proceedings concluded at 3:07 p.m.) 14 

(Signature reserved.) 15 

* * * * * 16 
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